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TO HAVE PATIENCE 


“That Boy seems to be trying 

to go in four different directions 

at the same time,” his mother said 
complainingly. 

She should have said 

“at least efght different directions.” 


That's a natural performance 
for a growing boy. 

Forces within him 

are pulling this way and that, 
making his growing up 

a pretty baffling job. 


When his conflicting enthusiasms 
have settled down 

into purpose and direction 

he will have grown up. 

Adults are supposed to be 

more unified, 

Contradictions in their conduct 
becomes less frequent, 

But even for adults 

Unity of Self isn’t 

easy to attain, 

Youngsters—man bound— 

don’t have too much of it. 

Our important function 

as Parents 

is to have patience 

with youngsters 

seeming to go “in all directions” 
—to help them to be happy 

in the baffling process — 
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YOU CAN CONQUER 


s-LARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


AST, Present, and To Come. For some 
the present is difficult, others dread the 
unknown Future; but the worst foe of 

soul is the Past, because the Past has in it 

power to become a dreadful Present. 


A4- man under great provocation, had 
t a physician and killed him. Because of 
fain extenuating circumstances, his stay in 
penitentiary was brief. He had true Chris- 
1 background and training; but in his pres- 
state of mind he felt that he had turned 
back on God, sinned away his day of grace, 
| that there was no forgiveness for him. 
is is one of the punishments which the 
my of our souls is able to inflict upon us. 
st, he tempts the soul, making light of sin 
| the consequences of sin. This was true 
the very beginning of man’s history when 
tempter told the woman not to fear what 
d hod spoken, that if they ate of the for- 
den tree, they would die. The tempter 
1 them they would not die, but live; their 
s would be opened, and they would be as 
ils knowing good and evil. Then when the 
1 had disobeyed God and obeyed the temp- 
the tempter endeavors to persuade the one 
0 has sinned that now there is no forgive- 
s. That was the state of mind this man was 


dis friend came to me and requested that 
nould put down on a sheet of paper those 
sages in the Bible which promise full for- 
eness, and which might bring hope and 


ce to this troubled man. Here are the pas- 


es I selected: 


Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
white as snow.’—Isaiah 1:18. 
x the wicked forsake his way, and the un- 
eous man his thoughts; and let him return unto 
ord, for he will have mercy, and unto our 
for he will abundantly pardon.’’—Isaiah 55. 
far as the east is from the west, so far hath 
ved our transgressions from-us.’—Psa. 103. 


This is my blood which is shed for many for 

remission of sin.’—Matt. 26. 

Jim that cometh to me, I will in no wise cast 
is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 

on, that Jesus Christ came into the world 

e sinners; of whom I am chief.’’—Paul in his 
ter to Timothy, Chap. 1. 


— Your Past 


[heir sins and their inequities will I remember 


no more.’’-—Hebr. 8. 

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.”’-—John 1:1 

“If any man sin, we have an advocate with the 


Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.’-—John 2. 

These were some of the passages which I 
sent to him, and which I hope were used of 
the Holy Spirit to bring peace to his troubled 
soul. There are scores of other passages which 
I might have sent him; but these were the 
ones which came to my mind at the time. 
Everyone of them is radiant with the light of 
God’s mercy, his infinite love, his wonderful 
forgiveness. 

Probably not a few of you will remember 
a house in your neighborhood which was 
spoken of as ‘‘a haunted house,” and which 
as a child you did not care to enter because 
you were told that a ghost inhabited the house, 
However that may be with houses, there are 
certainly houses of the soul which are haunted 
by the spectres of conscience. Sometimes one 
feels that the sense of sin is fading out of 
human thought, and that the word “sin,” 
which is one of the great and powerful and 
repeated words of the Scriptures and of the 
Gospel, today strikes no chord of reality in the 
heart of man, 

But if there is much in the life and thought 
of men today which might lead us to the con- 
clusion that sin, to the majority, means noth- 
ing, every now and then you come upon an 
experience which lifts, as it were, a curtain 
from the soul, and the house of the soul, and 
reveals to us anew that sin is a fearful reality. 


“Can Christ do anything for my sin?” one 
asked me in a letter; and then went on to say ft 
that what was meant was definite and specific a 


sin. Sometime ago one of our soldiers who 
got hold of the printed sermon, "The Way st 
of Life,” wrote me about his state of mind. 
He had read the sermon, and found that read- 
ing the Bible and praying helped him; but 
said: “I keep going back to my old, evil ways. 
I hope I’m not condemned, for I know what 
that would mean. I have sinned, and sinned 
terribly, and am always thinking about my sins. 
Furthermore, other people won't let me for- 
get my sin.” Here was another to whom sin 


is not a myth, or an outworn idea, but a dread 
reality. 

It is a blessed thing, therefore, that we have 
these great assurances of Christ and the Bible, 
that for those who confess their sins and 
turn from them, there is full forgiveness. 
What a verse that is in the 68th Psalm— 
“Though ye have lien among the pots, yet 
shall ye be as the wings of a dove covered 
with silver; and her feathers with yellow gold.” 
God says he will put away our transgressions 
“as far as the east is from the west.” And who 
can measure that? 


Perhaps the best way to show how by re- 
pentance and faith in Jesus Christ we can 
conquer the past is to tell how He dealt with 
those who were troubled by their past. We 
might start with that publican, perhaps not 
an imaginary one, but an historical one, whom 
Jesus had actually heard praying in the temple. 
Two men went up into the temple to pray— 
the one a Pharisee, the other a publican. The 
Pharisee stood up and prayed: 

“God I thank thee that I am not as other men 


are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this 
publican .. .” 


But the other man, the publican, standing afar 
off, would not lift so much as his eyes unto heaven, 
but smote upon his breast saying: 


“God, be merciful to me a sinner!” 


When he related this history, Jesus said: 


“T tell you this man went down to his house 
justified, rather than the other, for everyone that 
exalteth himself shall be abased, and he that hum- 
bleth himself shall be exalted.” 

Whatever that publican’s sins were, and no 
doubt there were many, he was no longer 
troubled by them, because he had made full 
confession of his sins, and had asked for and 
received the great mercy of God. 


We know, too, how Jesus dealt with Peter 
_ who had cursed him and denied him; how 
Jesus turned and looked upon Peter; and 
Peter went out and wept bitterly; and how 
Jesus, in his resurrection comforted Peter with 
a special appearance unto him; and then in 
that beautiful scene by the Sea of Galilee pub- 
licly forgave him and restored him. We know, 
too, how he dealt with that great sinner, Paul 
the Apostle; the man who had hated him and 
blasphemed his name and caused his disciples 
to do likewise. Yet Jesus did not let him go, 
but appeared to him at the gate of Damascus 
and said: ‘Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 
me?” When Paul understood that it was really 
Jesus, the Son of God, he was persecuting, then 
he repented and was forgiven; and through 
him how many thousands have been forgiven. 
Paul had, you might say, a better right than 
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anyone else who has ever lived to say: “Th 
is a faithful saying, and worthy of all accept 
tion, that Jesus Christ came into the world | 
save sinners, of whom I am chief. Howbe 
for this cause I obtained mercy.” Then I 
tells us what he means by “for this cause 
that in all the years to come his repentanc 
and his forgiveness would be an example « 
the long-suffering and mercy of God to a 
who should believe in him to Life Everlastin 


What a sublime conclusion to the ministt 
of our Saviour was his interview with thi 
dying robber on the cross! There was nothin 
in his life to which this doomed and sufferin 
criminal could appeal as commending him t 
the mercy of God, for when he rebuked h 
mocking and cursing brother thief, he said t 
him: “Dost not thou fear God, seeing the 
art in the same condemnation? And we, it 
deed, justly, for we receive the due reward ¢ 
our deeds.’ But when he threw himself upo 
the mercy of God, and prayed to Jesus, “Ri 
member me when thou comest in thy kin 
dom,” Jesus said to him, ‘“Today shalt thou t 
with me in Paradise.” Thus it came to pa 
that the first soul to enter heaven after Jest 
had made Atonement for sin on the Cros 
was that dying thief. 


After these great examples of sin, repentanc 
and forgiveness, can anyone doubt that | 
the great mercy of God, he can conquer h 
past ? 

The late Dr. Joseph Fort Newton told of 
man in great misery of soul, and, not knowir 
what to do, was wandering one evening alor 
a country lane in England. He walked on ar 
on until at length, exhausted, he sat dovw 
under a hedge. After he had been sitting the 
a while, he heard two girls talking on the oth 


~ side of the hedge. They were speaking © 


one another about a sermon they had heard | 
a London church. One of the girls said of tl 
preacher, “I heard him preach once, and 
shall never forget one thing that he said. 
gave me a big lift.’’. The other girl asked h 
what it was that the preacher had said. SI 
replied that what he had said was this: “T 
world will always say, ‘You made your bi 
and must lie in it’; but One greater than tl 
world has said, Take up thy bed and wal 


__Thy sins are forgiven.” When the despairit 


man on the other side of the hedge heard th 
the shadow was lifted from his soul. That 
what Jesus says to your soul tonight. To eve 
soul, troubled by the past, he says, “Take 1 
thy bed and walk. Thy sins are forgiven.” 


THE LIFE AND 
TEACHINGS 
OF JESUS 


FRANCIS JAMES MALZARD 


S WE have seen in our previous studies, 
Jesus has broken with the religious lead- 
ers. He has appointed twelve men who 

| be with Him for the remainder of His 
on earth and will continue His work under 
guidance of His spirit after His body has 
n removed. 

The crowd that followed Him has, once 
re, gathered around. Sitting on the ground, 
er the manner of an Oriental teacher, Jesus 
fins to speak. Whether the sermon on the 
unt was delivered all at once, as Matthew 
es it, or whether it was spoken at various 
es and is a collection of sayings, matters 
at all. The underlying fact is this: Jesus 
reaching a new way of life, a new outlook 
God and is seeking to reconcile men with 
d. God does not change and human nature 
ss not. But the motives of human nature 
, and must be changed if man is to be like 
d. 

Notice the different emphasis Jesus places 
on values in life. In the Old Testament the 
yard for virtue is prosperity. You will not 
1 that word in the New Testament, except 
ere it refers to the prosperity of the soul. 
r does Jesus promise earthly happiness, if 
that word we mean contentment. 

‘Forget that,” says Jesus. ‘Seek the King- 
n of God and His righteousness and all 
er things will be added.” ‘Be reconciled 
God,” says Paul. GODLIKE are the poor 
spirit — theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. 
t ‘They will go to heaven’ but they are in 
ven. The poor in spirit, the humble minded. 
other name for God is LOVE. “Love,” 
s Paul, “is not puffed up, seeketh not her 
a, envieth not, vaunteth not herself.’’ In 
thirteenth century Pope Boniface VIII sat 
a throne shouting “I am Emperor. I am 
sar.” But Jesus had not where to lay His 


What a rebuke to the Pharisees! ‘Two men 
it into the temple to pray. One was a 
risee and the other a tax collector. The 
risee prayed within himself and then he 
1 God what a fine fellow he was. But the 
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tax collector bowed his head, “God, be merci- 
ful to me a sinner.” 

GODLIKE are they who mourn. No fol- 
lower of Jesus can be happy if by happy we 
mean “contented.”’ The Christian is happy in 
his communion with God, but he mourns for 
the sin-sick world in which he lives. The 
Christian does not go about weening and wail- 
ing but down in his heart he mourns for the 
sad condition of the human race of which he 
is a part. We can readily see how God must 
mourn over the miserable condition of His 
children. But the Godlike man or woman does 
not give up the fight and say “There’s nothing 
we can do about it.” What he says is “It’s 
a fearful task but with God’s help we will 
struggle to make the world better than we 
found it.’ GODLIKE ARE THE MEEK. 
THE EARTH SHALL BE THEIRS. Once 
again Jesus inveighs against arrogance. 

“O the meek, the terrible meek,’’ Napoleon, 
eating out his heart at St. Helena, cried over 
his failure, and wondered why the meek Gali- 
lean carpenter had conquered the world. His- 
tory is a great court of appeal. Nero beheaded 
Paul. Today we call a savage dog NERO but 
we call our sons Paul. 

Remember, however, the word MEEK does 
not mean cowardly. Jesus was “meek and 
lowly in heart,’ but He drove the grafters out 
of the temple court and denounced the hy- 
pocrisy of the Scribes and Pharisees. 

GODLIKE ARE THEY THAT HUNGER 


AND THIRST AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


They shall be filled. Here the same thought is 
followed. The Christian longs, yearns for 
righteousness. He finds little of it but he prays 
for it. The sons of Korah “longed, fainted, 
for the courts of the Lord.” (Psalm 84:2.) 
The follower of Jesus longs for righteousness. 
Not the “righteousness which is of the law,” 
but the righteousness of the soul. And they 
shall be filled. “It’s always right to do right.” 
Whatever happens, right shall prevail. They 


who hunger and thirst after righteousness need 


have no fear. They shall be filled. 
GODLIKE ARE THE MERCIFUL. THEY 
SHALL OBTAIN MERCY, That is very close 
to another saying of Jesus, ‘Judge not that 
ye be not judged,” and to one of the petitions 
in the Lord’s Prayer, ‘Forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors.” If we want mercy, 
and there are none of us who do not need 
it at times, we, ourselves, must be merciful. 
With what measure ye mete it shall be meted 
to you. When we hear of a person being over- 
taken in a fault, before we condemn, let us 
consider what we would have done if we had 
been in his place. : 
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Let us stop right here in our study of the 
teaching of Jesus and consider how He put 
those teachings into His own life. A woman 
is dragged into the presence of Jesus. She has 
been overtaken in sin. Of her bad conduct 
there was no doubt. According to the law of 
Moses she deserved to be put to death. The 
Pharisees have tried to trap Jesus many times 
but NOW, they have got him. The crowds 
continued to follow Him though He broke the 
ritual law of the Sabbath. But NOW. Will 
He condemn the woman to her just punish- 
ment or will He forgive her? If He condemns 
her, how about His teaching of mercy? If He 
does not condemn her, then He has condoned 
impurity. 

Jesus did not speak to her accusers. Whoso- 
ever allows this thoughts to dwell on sinful 
pleasures commits sin in his heart. How many 
of us can say we have never allowed sinful 
thoughts to take possession of our minds? So 
Jesus says, “Yes, the woman has committed 
sin. Whichever of you has never committed 
sin, let him be the first to cast a stone at her.” 
But remember, “With what measure ye mete 
unto others it shall be measured unto you.” 

GODLIKE ARE THE PURE IN HEART. 
THEY SHALL SEE GOD. How easy it is to 
impute evil motives. How many people have 
been the victims of malicious gossip. Kind 
actions have been attributed to evil motives. 
“To the pure all things are pure,” is what Paul 
wrote to Titus, when that young man was in 
a den of iniquity. There is sin, there is sin in 
every heart. But don’t stress sin. Look for the 
good. ‘Unto them that are defiled is nothing 

ure, even their minds and consciences are 
defiled.” The pure in heart see God. (Luke 
7:36.) Here again we may compate the actions 
of Jesus with that of the Pharisees. A woman 
who was a sinner came into a house where 
Jesus was being entertained at dinner. She 
anointed Him and in Oriental fashion showed 
her love. The Pharisee in whose house this 
took place was shocked. “If Jesus were a 
prophet,” said he, “He would know what kind 
of a woman this is.” Jesus did know. But 
underneath the sinful nature of the woman 
he saw something worth while. Underneath 
_ the outward appearance he saw good. The 
pure in heart see God. 

GODLIKE ARE THE PEACEMAKERS, 
THEY SHALL BE CALLED THE CHIL- 
DREN OF GOD. That brings us back to the 
message of the angels over Bethlehem. The 
Kingdom of God is a society of Godlike peo- 
ple. “They of the way,” Paul called it. It 
seemed a strange way. “After the way called 
heresy do I worship the God of my fathers,” 
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continues Paul. But it’s the only way. The wa: 
of peace. 

This saying seems to sum up all the others 
THE CHILDREN OF GOD. The citizens 0 
His Kingdom. The humble minded. They tha 
mourn over the destruction caused by sin. Thi 
terrible meek who cannot be defeated becaus: 
they do not strive for anything for themselves 
They that hunger and thirst after that whicl 
is pure and honest and righteous. The merci 
ful who are not seeking to destroy the sinne 
but to save him. The pure in heart who se 
good in everyone. THEY ARE THE CHIL 
DREN OF GOD and they are the only hops 
we have for peace. : 

But the world will not like them. Godlik« 
are you when you are persecuted for My sake 
GODLIKE ARE YOU when men shall revilk 
you and say all sorts of evil against you falsely 
REJOICE says Jesus when they do those things 
If they don’t revile you there is somethin; 
wrong with your religion. “I would rather,’ 
said Cato, ‘‘that men should ask why there wa: 
no statue set up in my honor than for peopl 
to ask why there was one.” When the loos 
livers say you are a pretty good sort of a per 
son, it is because you haven’t shown them th 
light of Christ in your own life. 

YOU ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH 
But if the salt has lost its savor it is wors 
than useless. A good many of the disciples wer 
fishermen and the sermon on the mount wa 
spoken near the fishing center of Capernaum 
In Palestine the climate is such that salt does 
sometimes, degenerate. It is then not only use 
less but actually dangerous. It must not b 
thrown on the land for it would make th 
land sour. “Salt,” said a small boy, ‘is wha 
makes potatoes taste bad when you don’t pu 
any in.” That’s exactly right. Christianity i 
what makes the world bad when we don’ 
put it in. : 

YOU’ - ARE.. THE. -LIGHT ~ OF Pi 
WORLD. But if you put a candle in a baske 
it will set the basket on fire and do no goo 
as a light. I always tell people there is 
parallel in the Bible for every human experi 
ence. Think of what happened to the twelv 
at the time of the arrest of Jesus. Judas be 
trayed Him. The rest of them, with the © 
ception of John, forsook Him and fled, Whi 
an indictment of human nature! Indeed. th 
whole of the sermon on the mount is such a 
indictment. As we read it our hearts are smi 
ten. Isaiah told the Jews their righteousne: 
was as filthy rags. When we read the teachin 
of Jesus we feel the same way. GOD B 
MERCIFUL TO ME A SINNER. Yet, by H 
grace, He accepts us with all our sin. 
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Jf Human Personality 
AN is a puzzle to himself. 
MI He looks within himself and sees a 
conflict. It is a conflict between his 
‘eason and his emotions, between his “I 
should” and his “I do.’ He is aware of the 
‘act that he sees and approves the better way 
ind chooses .and pursues the lesser. 

“Why is this?” he asks himself. 

It is true that a man can mould and make 
us life. It is true that to a very large extent 
2e holds in his own hand the key to his 
destiny. It is also true that to a very great ex- 
ent man is victim of circumstance. Before he 
ever has the opportunity to choose his environ- 
nent and select the path that he shall follow, 
lis personality in its large, basic pattern has 
ready been determined. It has been de- 
ermined wisely or unwisely by the pattern 
%f the home into which he has been fortu- 
yate or unfortunate to have been born. 

In his earliest life, his emotional responses 
vave been conditioned by external stimuli 
yefore his critical faculties have been devel- 
yped to a point where they would have been 
apable of controlling and channelling his 
motions. As a result when his critical facul- 
ies emerge they discover that his emotions 
yave become vagabond. Consequently, much 
wf his life and energy must be devoted to a 
ontinuous battle to bring them under control 
nd re-direct them into sane, healthful, and 
onstructive channels. 

Thus a conflict within him has emerged. 
How is it ever to be resolved? How is the 
onflict between one’s mind and his emotions 
ver to be settled? How is the tension ever 
o be eased ? 

Is it desirable that ever they should? Does 
lot tension, to a certain point, serve a bene- 
icial purpose? 

Tension means awareness, and awareness 
; necessary if we are to make moral and 
pititual progress. A certain amount of con- 
lict is necessary if we are to function as effici- 
nt individuals. However, when the conflict 
asses a certain point it ceases to be an asset 
nd becomes distinct liability. 

Pan awareness of what one’s needs actually 
te is the first step in achieving the enlightened 


mind that is the prerequisite to the recon- 
structed life. Something must stab one wide 
awake before ever he can achieve a new birth. 
Ministers who have thundered truth and pled 
reasonableness in the face of placid indiffer- 
ence realize what this means. The minister 
can go so far and no farther, until something 
happens to the unenlightened man to bring 
him to himself. 


Some people come to themselves only when 
adversity strikes. Pain has stabbed them wide 
awake. It has opened their eyes to the real 
emptiness of their way of living. The ridicu- 
lous nature of the meaning by which they 
have been living has been exposed. Some peo- 
ple come to themselves when their innermost 
nature has been touched by a great joy. Young 
mothers and fathers have been awakened to 
the reality and desirability of the new life in 
God when a baby has come to illuminate their 
home. Some lives are completely reversed by 
the casual remark of a friend. It has driven 
deep into the heart like an arrow. — 

And then, complete understanding does not 
come all at once. The Christian way is a way 
of growth. One grows in his spiritual percep- 
tions. One grows in his inner strength. One 
grows in the establishment of healthy, loving, 
confident attitudes. That is why the church 
is so important. That is why the Christian 
fellowship is so essential. The new life needs 
all the nurture it can get, and its best nurture 
is the encouragement that Christian friendships 
can impart—Wayne Clinton Clark. 


The Discovery of Columbus 

Who was Columbus? You will not have to 
think twice about this question. “He was the 
man who discovered America.” 

Who was Isabella? Your answer will be 


something like this: “Isabella? Let’s see now. : 


Who was Isabella? You mean Isabella of 
Spain? O, that Isabella? O, yes, well, didn’t 
she have something to do with Columbus?” 
She did indeed. Columbus discovered 
America but Isabella of Castile discovered Co- 
lumbus. She was Queen-of Spain while he 
was, in the words of a contemporary, “‘a needy — 


foreign adventurer.’’ But she believed in him — 


and was ready to pawn her jewels if she could 
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finance his expeditions in no other way. 

No man—or woman—rising early, let us 
say, ON a given morning, says. “Today I will 
go out and discover America, and then goes 
off and discovers it.’’ America—nor any other 
place or thing—was discovered that way. One 
has an idea at first vague, dim. A good idea 
has to be nourished, fostered, encouraged. 
We do not know how many good ideas died 
of inanition. Given the idea, one must make 
up the mind to go. It is hard to make up one’s 
mind and keep it made up. 

One needs moral support. After that, one 
has to get ready, has to start, has to keep going. 
No person can do all these things alone. 

For every great discovery, for every great 
achievement, there have been numberless sacri- 
fices. 

Every great man and woman stands out 
against a background of ordinary men and 
women. They owe their success to hundreds of 
plain people. Some of them they never knew. 
Others they have forgotten. 


Did Isabella of Spain know that Columbus 
would discover America? Had she any guar- 
anty? Had she reckoned the mathematical 
chances? No. Columbus had knowledge. 
Isabella had faith. 


A teacher, public school or Church school, a 
minister and leader, may be likened to Isabella 
of Spain. They believe in Columbus. They 
believe in America. They believe in people. 
So they build for the future. They pour out 
treasure of education and experience. They 
give the fruit of years of sacrifice and prepara- 
tion. With this they equip pupils. 

_ Oftentimes the teachers and leaders, the 
thinkers and doers, feel that they have a 
grievance. They are not, they imagine, appreci- 
ated. In most instances the feeling is justified. 
But this is no reason for quitting. Some day 
we are going to make a sermon with the 
caption: “What if they had quit?” If some- 
body has not already done it. 


Queen Isabella of Spain might reasonably 
object that history has not sufficiently adver- 
tised her. She has not, so to speak, made the 
headlines. Columbus, too, could show a gripe. 
The continent which he discovered, was not 
named after him. That does not change Isa- 
bella, that does not change Columbus. That 
does not change America. It does not change 
anything. 

_ The fact remains that Columbus had a 
dream, a hunch, an ambition. Also that Isa- 

bella had faith in him. She made practical 
application of that faith. 

If you are a teacher, religious or otherwise, 
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you have a great opportunity. You may sot 
discover America. You may never see America. 
But you may discover the dzscoverer of some- 
thing America needs.—Richard Braunstein. 


Anyone Can Attain Leadership— 
If He Pays the Price 

It’s a very human trait to want to be a 
leader. That desire can be realized if we're 
willing to pay the price. It isn’t high. It's 
not beyond our reach. All it takes is a little 
time and effort. ey. 

By leadership I do not mean dominating 
others or browbeating those who are under 
our direction. Nor do I mean displaying a 
form of hokus-pokus, showering a hypnotic 
spell which makes every Tom, Dick and Harry 
do exactly what we want them to. 

Good leadership means kindness, under- 
standing and a willingness to show the way. 
Good leadership takes lots of courage. Some 
folks call it fortitude. It means persistence and 
a will to follow through until a job, once 
started, is completed. Leadership of this kind 
produces quality work by those who follow. 
It’s the kind that inspires others. 

Here are the basic qualities of leadership: 
Ability to make decisions; freedom from preju- 
dice; willingness to withstand adversity; ca- 
pacity to take criticism; be able to concentrate 
on important things; be observant of the good 
work done by others, be willing to learn and 
to keep on learning; carry an air of self-confi- 
dence, and assume responsibility for mistakes. . 

While most great leaders are made of sterl- 
ing stuff, they’ve learned their job of leading 
others through study, practice and hard work. 
It can be done!—Charles McCune (Buffalo 
Evening News). 


I Forgive; 1 Can't Forget! 

How often have you heard the expression: “I can 
forgive, but I can’t forget!’ It would surprise us 
to no end if it were possible to look into some 
human hearts and find lodged there bitterness, rancor, 
chafing and smarting under some unkindness, insult, 
injury, or offense which, though it had been forgiven 
outwardly, still remained unforgiven because the. 
wrong would not be forgotten. It appears that some 
people are not fully conscious of the fact that he 
plans some scheme of revenge. Whether or not he is” 
aware of it, he has not really forgiven the other. . 

According to the Fifth Petition of the Lord’s 
Prayer no one can expect God to forgive him if he 
makes a mockery of forgiving by saying, “I'll for- 
give, but I won't forget,” because such an attitude of 
mind-and heart simply shows that the whole matter 
of forgiving was external and false. A remembrance 
of Golgotha to hear the Son of God pray: ‘Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do”— 
will have a holy influence on the Christian and lead 
him to say: “I will forgive and I WILL FORGET.” 

—Lutheran Witness. 4 
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THE CHURCH 
at WORK 


ur American Heritage 
HAT is our American heritage? How can it be described? Some may say it entails the 
Bill of Rights and the four freedoms. Others may say that it is our free education and 
our equal rights for each individual. 

_ Others again could bring out that it involves our natural resources or the industrial records 
hich America has broken. Or is it the improved status of the working man, our unprecen- 
mted standard of living, and our modern luxuries? 

In my opinion, our American heritage is what was commonly referred to by the late Presi- 
‘at Roosevelt as the science of living together with our fellow man. This science of living 
cludes the kindness, helpfulness, and genuineness that are characteristic of the American peo. 
e. To a certain degree it has its origin in the history of our country. 

These quailties in the American people date back to the days of the pioneers who endured 
eir hardships together as they set out for their new destinations. This spirit of neighborliness 
s lived’with us until this day. 

When new immigrants come to America, they see a kind nation that is ready to help them. 
ey see people of many nationalities who live peacefully together. There is the International 
stitute to help them solve their problems and night school to give them the opportunity to 
umm more about our country. 

America is a place where the underdog can make good. Only in this country can you hear 
ags-to-riches” stories. Poor men like Henry Ford, Charles Steinmetz and Charles E. Wilson 
ained great heights in our country, not because of their social status, wealth or birth, but be- 
use they were energetic and ambitious enough to take advantage of opportunities. 

With the world in turmoil, every American today should be a living example of these 
9st valuable qualities in our American heritage. Each should practice at all times these char- 
eristic traits of kindness, helpfulness, and fairmindedness in order to make this world a 
tter place in which to live—through the new science of living together with our fellow men. 


The above editorial, written by Robert John Beck, 9 Liberty Ter., Cheektowaga, New York, a high 
ool student, appeared in the Cleveland Hill High School “OUTLOOK,” April 30, 1952, and won $100 
7 an honor medal from Freedom Foundation Asso ciation. 


“America! America! 

God mend thine every flaw.” 
Through our prayers and our gifts we can 
help bring the answer to that petition for the 
greatest “flaw” in our land is her unbelieving 


ake America Beautiful 

Since 1895 when Miss Annie Armstrong 
led for a week to be set aside to pray for 
t homeland, women and young people in 
. M. U. organizations have turned their 


uughts to home missions for a week. This 
ir we are to think about “America, the 
wutiful,” to pray for the millions of lost 
»ple who live under her spacious skies, to 
e that the harvest of souls can be reaped 
m het vast unevangelized regions. 
During the week all over our convention 
itory we will be singing. 


millions. Only through making Jesus’ name 
known can come the realization of the prayer 
“America! America! 
God shed His grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea.” j 
—Alma Hunt, in Church Chimes, Shreve- 
port, La. 
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The Chaplain’s Opening Prayer 
As Congress Assembles 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are 
open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid, cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of Thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love Thee, and worthily 
magnify Thy holy name: Grant, we beseech 
Thee, to these chosen servants of the com- 
monwealth clear vision, true insights, and pure 
hearts as, facing perplexing tasks and great 
responsibilities, they again ascend this holy 
hill of the Nation’s life. In these fateful days, 
for whose decisions the future will judge us, 
by Thine enabling might may we maintain our 
integrity unsullied by animosities, prejudices, 
or personal ambitions, regarding always pub- 
lic office as a sacred trust. 

Thou who through storm and night art still 
guiding and guarding, in these perilous times 
to Thee we cry: God save the state. 

We ask it in the name that is above every 
name. Amen.’—Frederick Brown Harris, D.D. 


Flagpole Dedication 

A flagpole dedication and memorial service 
was held by a West Seneca, New York, church, 
with a procession from the church at mid- 
afternoon to the location of the flagpole on 
the church grounds. 


In the procession was the Cross, candle 
bearers, color guards, Boy Scout Troop Veter- 
ans, altar boys and pastor. The flagpole was 
dedicated to the memory of sons and daughters 
of this nation serving their country and those 
who gave their lives for their country. The 
choir took part in the dedication service, as 
well as a representative of the local govern- 
ment, and visiting pastors. 

Following the outdoor ceremony, an_ in- 
door memorial service to the dead of the pres- 
ent struggle and former wars was held in the 
sanctuary, which included recitations in mem- 
oty of the war heroes, memorial prayer and 
sounding of taps. 


Students Learn to Build 
By Doing It 

High school students in Porterville, Cali- 
fornia, are learning how to build a house 
through doing it. Classes in carpentry, elec- 
tricity, and other shop courses have pooled 
their skills and efforts to construct a house, The 
structure is to cost about $4,500 to build and 
will be sold to the highest bidder when com- 
pleted. Here is an idea Churches might adapt 
in their effort to build Christian citizens. 
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“To Be Continued—” 

(These comments on “Life Everlasting” by Dr. 
Charles Haddon Nabers, Greenville, S. C., contain 
suggestions for a truly inspirational message when 
conducting a funeral service.) 

This life of man does not end with the 
words of the minister in the cemetery or with 
the placing on the completed grave of the 
last wreath of flowers by the undertaker’s 
assistant. Man is a creature of two worlds, and 
when he comes to die we are not to write 
“Finis” as the final line in his obituary, but 
the three little words, ‘“To be continued,” for 
he is now a resident of another world. He 
has taken residence in the new heavens and 
the new earth which shall not pass away, and 
where he likewise shall reside permanently. 

The assurance of these truths to the Chris- 
tian come in such simple words from the New 
Testament that the simplicity often obscures 
the grandeur of the message within the words. 


Jesus made it seem so real when He said; 
“In my Father's. house are many mansions. |] 
go to prepare a place for you . . . Today thor 
shalt be with Me in Paradise” 


Paul stated it clearly as he wrote: “Death 
is swallowed up in victory.” 

Maltbie D. Babcock asks with clear faith in 
contemplation of death and the future: “Why 
not with a happy shout run home when school 
is out?” 

S. Hall Young was one of the great Chris- 
tion missionaries in Alaska a generation ago. 
After his death at the end of a wonderful 
ministry of service in the North, a poem which 
he had written was discovered in the Bible 
he read daily. This poem gave his philosophy 
of life beautifully in these stanzas: 


“Let me die, working. 
Still tackling plans unfinished, tasks undone! 
Clean to its end, swift may the race be run. 
No laggard steps, no faltering, no shirking; 
Let me die, working! 


“Let me die, thinking. 

Let me fare forth still with an open mind, 

Fresh secrets to unfold, new truths to find. 

My soul undimmed, alert, no question blinking; 
Let me die, thinking! : 


“Let me die, laughing. ] 
Not sighing o’er past sins; they are forgiven. 
Spilled on this earth are all the joys of 

heaven... ‘ 
Let me die, laughing.” 
* * * ‘ 

Prayer ; 
Our Heavenly Father, Author of Life anc 

Bestower of Immortality, we thank Thee fo 

all Thy servants who have fought the goo 

fight, who have kept the faith, who have fin 
ished the course, and have now entered int 
y > 


The Exposito 


ernal glory with Thee. Help us to live as 
umortals today so that we may be at home 
heaven tomorrow. In Jesus name, Amen. 


een-Age Group for 

eligious Services 

A 26-year-old clergyman has gathered a con- 
egation of more than 100 enthusiastic teen- 
ers who meet with him every week-day 
orning for a half hour of religious services 
fore high school classes begin. ; 

The Rev. Wesley Aarum was installed as 
sistant pastor of the Cleveland Drive United 
esbyterian Church in Cheektowaga, N. Y., 
st October 1. Early in December he and 13 
udents of Cleveland Hill High School de- 
ded to hold Youth Fellowship services and 
lected a Sunday School bus which stood idle 
ar the high school as a meeting place. More 
id more young people flocked to the bus at 
o'clock every week-day morning for the 30- 
inute Bible study period. : 

In less than one month’s time the morning 
itthering overflowed the bus and parents of 
yo of the young members, Mr. and Mrs. 
heodore E. Baker, opened the basement of 
eit home at 30 Bigelow Rd. to the group. 


: Larger Place Sought 
The group has grown from 34 to 115 and again 
r. Aarum is looking for a new meeting place. 
A graduate of Bob Jones University in both 
ligion and sacred music, Mr. Aarum was assistant 
rector of Youth for Christ in Charlotte, N. C., 
fore coming to Buffalo. He helped build that 
ganization from about 50 members to 500 in 
ree months’ time and also organized the 50-voice 
uth choir. Many servicemen participated in the 
rvices. 
Entirely interdenominational, the Cleveland Hill 
ble Club is incorporated with Youthtime Evangel- 
n Fellowship and is one of 25 high school Bible 
ibs in the Buffalo area. The high school club— 
hich has the largest consistent turnout is awarded 
free weekend trip to Detroit in June. 

Hope to Win Trip 
Mr. Aarum and his group planned for that trip 
ther confidently since he was informed by the Rev. 
lan Forbes, of Buffalo Youthtime, that the Cleve- 
ad Hill Bible group is believed to be the largest 
ily Bible club in the United States. , 
The group attends the Saturday night rallies in 
emorial Auditorium. 
Mr. Aarum, whose love for young people 
ems to be the driving force behind the or- 
nization, says that his personal goal is the 
rbing of juvenile delinquency by leading 
ung people to Christ. 


“It takes a real person to carry a Bible in 
gh school,” he said, and so far there has 
en a forceful demonstration of this at Cleve- 
aud Hill. 


me, 1953 


‘ 


New Korelock Ceiling and Wallpanels 
Simplify Installation—Save Labor 

New prefabricated, prefinished Korelock 
panels are now being marketed by Marsh Wall 
Products, Inc., Dover, Ohio, manufacturers of 
Marlite plastic-finished wallpanels. These pan- 
els are said to combine quick installation, 
economy, permanence, and low maintenance 
costs. 


This completely new hollow core paneling 
is designed primarily for ceilings and walls in 
commercial and other non-residential interiors. 
The rigid panels are self-aligning and require 
no backing other than joists, studs, or furring 
strips on masonry or partition walls, saving 
substantially in labor, time, and material. 

Korelock ceiling and wall panels are con- 
structed with an interlocking wood core be- 
tween two sheets of Masonite Duolux. The 
face of the panel has the exclusive baked Mar- 
lite finish. The back of the panel is sealed and 
baked. The result is a sealed panel that has 
insulating properties, is extremely strong and 
stable, and will remain straight under difficult 
moisture and temperature conditions. The wood 
core provides a tongue and groove design for 
concealed fastening. 

Easily cleaned with a damp cloth, the soil- 
proof finish of Korelock panels never requires 
periodic redecorating. Durable and permanent, 


it is an ideal paneling for walls in busy service 


areas which are subjected to hard, daily usage. 

Korelock is quickly and easily installed with- 
out the use of backing materials, adhesives, 
clips, division mouldings, and bracing. An 
ingenious tongue and groove system with spe- 
cial Marsh “Vee’’ joints provides easy accurate — 
fitting and a perfect finished appearance with- 
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out. the use of mouldings. The tongues are 
pre-drilled for screw-type nails to assure petma- 
nence and exact positioning of the panels. 

Korelock panels are available in two sizes: 
24” x 48” and 24” x 96”; easily cut with 
regular carpenters’ tools when fitting is required 
around windows, doors, columns, etc. The 
panels are manufactured in cream and white 
in a satin semi-lustre for maximum light re- 
flection; and in distinctive wood patterns which 
include Mahogany, Walnut, Gray Prima Vera, 
and Natural Prima Vera. 

Further information may be obtained by 
writing Marsh Wall Products, Inc., Dover, 
Ohio. Subsidiary of Masonite Corporation. 


America’s Heritage of Greatness 

The love of country and a knowledge of its 
history and traditions are a most important 
part of education in our democracy. Faith, in- 
spiration, and a sense of security come from 
an appreciation of our pioneering past. No 
nation has been more richly endowed than ours 
with men and women of high ideals, a sense 
of mission, and the will to build for a better 
future. 

Every month in the calendar year is rich in 
the birthdays of great Americans, and empha- 
sis in teaching the qualities of leadership 
among our great may begin with any month, 
any year. However, several of our greatest 
leaders were born in the month of February, 
and because our children are familiar with 
the names and some of their great qualities, 
we may well begin there. 

The month of February is rich in the birth- 
days of great Americans. There are three that 
every child should know—Abraham Lincoln, 
born February 12, 1809; Susan B. Anthony, 
born February 15, 1820; George Washington, 
born February 22, 1732. 

' Charles R. Brown has written of Lincoln as 
“The Greatest Man of the Nineteenth Century.” 


Around the world his name has become an inspiring 
symbol to people struggling for freedom and oppor- 
tunity. 

Susan B. Anthony was one of a group of pio- 
neering women, who in an age of ignorance, super- 
stition, and prejudice labored valiantly that women 
might have educational and other Opportunities 
opened to them. She, too, was a great emancipator. 

‘George Washington has been called rightly “The 
noblest figure that ever stood in the forefront of a 
nation’s life.” Always ready to put the welfare of 
his country above his own, he has inspired other 
statesmen the world around. 

These three serve to illustrate the educational 
resource which is available in the lives of our great 
men and women. Let every school encourage the 
reading of biography. Let the school library be 
wellstocked with the best biographies the country 
affords. Let children be led to appreciate how their 
own lives have been enriched by these men and 
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women who have gone before them. Let children 
be encouraged to write brief biographies of their 
favorite characters. Let every child learn something 
about many of our nation’s great; let him learn 
much about one or two whose careers fall within 
his particular field of interest. This emphasis on 
leaders in various vocational fields may well play 
an important part in the guidance work of the 
school. For example, if the student is interested 
in teaching, he may be encouraged to study the life 
of Horace Mann or of Mary Lyon or Alice Freeman 


Palmer. y ; ; 
Almost every calling has its pioneers and 


heroes. An index of this heritage of greatness 
is to be found in The Hall of Fame at New 
York University, which everyone who can 
should visit. In this Hall are the busts of men 
and women of distinction known as authors, 
educators, preachers and theologians, philan- 
thropists and reformers, scientists, engineers, 
inventors, military men, lawyers and judges, 
statesmen, explorers, artists, physicians and 
surgeons. Short biographies of these leaders 
are found in The American Citizens Hand- 
book, which should be on the desk of every 
teacher (available from NEA at $2 per copy). 

Inspiring life stories help to magnify ideals 
to root them firmly in the lives of children. 
From the beginning, the literature of Future 
Teachers of America has carried the lines from 
Carl Schurz: “Ideals are like stars. You will 
not succeed in touching them with your hands; 
but, like the seafaring man, you choose them 
as your guides, and following them, you will 
reach your destiny.” 

No teacher, whether in kindergarten or col- 
lege, can know when he has before him a 
pupil who in his own time grown to maturity 
may become member of the state legislature 
or the United States Congress or the Supreme 
Court or even the President of our country. 
But if we awaken in every child the desire to 
make the most of himself and set before him, 
through biography patterns which will guide 
and inspire, we may be sure that in the 
generation ahead, we shall have worthy men 
and women in all the offices of state, nation, 
and United Nations—Joy Elmer Morgan, 
Editor—NEA Journal. 


Marks of a Christian 


The pamphlet entitled “What Are The Dis- 
tinguishing Marks of a Christian?” by Nor- 


.man E. Richardson, was sponsored by the 


Student Council of the Wesminster Founda- 
tion at the University of Illinois, Champaign, 
Illinois. It is Series 1, No. 30. There is a com- 
plete list of series 1, from number 1 through 
number 40, and each one of these messages 
should be invaluable to any group of high 
school students, or adults. -_ 

. & 
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‘hat Vacation Bible School Does 

1. It gives boys and girls two of the happiest 
eeks of the year. At the church, with the 
stor and other Christian friends, they have 
happy time together. They like the super- 
sed play, the refreshments, the handwork, 
e surprise features, and the occasional mo- 
on picture. 

2. It reaches non-Sunday School pupils. For 
veral years the Southern Baptist Vacation 
ible schools have reached annually many 
jousands of boys and girls who attended no 
inday School or approximately five out of 
‘ety One hundred pupils enrolled. As a re- 
Wt of their attendance, many of them, and 
cir parents also have been won to Sunday 
hool attendance, and many of these to church 
embership. 

3. It wins boys and girls to Christ.  In- 
easingly, many churches are discovering that 
e Vacation Bible school is one of the most 
tisfying evangelistic opportunities they have 
uring the entire year. 


Vhat Can You Do? 


“I wish I could accept the place of service 
ju have asked me to fill, but I can’t. You see 
have no talent.” 

Similar statements have been made in every 
wurch in the country by people who think 
ey ate being sincere, and yet the Bible 
aches us that God can use each one of His 
uildren. There are no talentless people in 
vis world. Perhaps we are looking at the 
ig places of service, and overlooking the 
ttle things that must be done and that is 
ist as important. 

People vary in their talents and abilities. 
1 family circles we note great differences in 
ie children. In the community, diversity is 
rident, our daily needs are filled by scores 
F individuals in their different capacities. 
The same thing is true in our Christian life 
id church development. Not all can be dea- 
yns, teachers, officers, choir members, ushers 
‘ committeemen. Often when a Christian 
els that he has no talent for any sort of 
ublic service, he is inclined to feel that he 
of no worth or value to the Lord. But care- 
i self-examination, through prayer, will re- 
sal what each individual’s special ability is; 
en if he is willing to study and train himself 
| the development of that talent, he can serve 
cessfully for the glory of the Lord. 

All these are inspired by one and the same 
irit, who apportions to each one individually 
he wills. Paul’s request is for the in- 


dividual Christain to be yielded to the Holy 
Spirit so that his talent, no matter how small, 
can and will be used for God’s glory. 


Walking With God 

This is the Old Testament way of describ- 
ing a holy life, and it is worth remembering. 
Enoch “walked with God,’ and he walked 
with men at the same time. He did not leave 
the earth to do it. He did not even get out 
of business, nor shut himself out from all the 
activities of men. We cannot imagine that he 
failed in any of these things — and yet he 
walked with God. He simply found God’s 
way in the forest and the field, in the market 
and in the home, and he took it. He found 
out where God was, and he went with Him! 
He became God’s man, and as such he shared 
the peace of God, the joy of God, and finally 
the rest of God. 

—Source Unknown 


Two or Three 


It is still true that two or three gathered 
together in the name of the Master results in 
great good. This does not invalidate a larger 
number,—two or three dozen, or two or. three 
hundred, or even two or three thousand. 


Like many other Scripture passages the one 
about the two or three imposes on our minds a 
statute of limitations. As such it does more 
harm than good. It makes us satisfied with 
the least rather than unsatisfied for the more. 
Two or three are justified when it is not pos- 
sible to realize beyond that figure. of two, or 
three or more. 


A baker's dozen, a corporal’s guard, however 
is an evidence that we have not tried, that the 
cause, whatever it may be, does not appeal. The 
promoters have failed to get out the vote. 
Every honest effort is blessed, when it is hon- 
est. No man’s best ever goes without result, 
some kind of result when it is his: best. 

While the majority is not an argument for 
the worth or value of a cause, or movement, or 
measure, it is nevertheless a contribution which 
makes enthusiasm of numbers,—mass psychol- 
ogy. Your political campaigner knows that. 
Even some ministers of the Gospel understand 
the principle. 

-The difficulty with minorities lies not in 
their inefficiency to get things done but in the 


fact that so many are deprived of the same 


opportunities and privileges. Not long ago 
several thousand persons met in conference for 
the discussion of municipal affairs. Two or 
three, met for the same purpose, would have 
no doubt, been salutary of the Master’s pres- 
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ence. But two or three only would have proved 
a lack of proper programming and the lack of 
interest on the part of the men and women 
responsible. It would not have demonstrated 
the best. 

We sometimes complain because organiza- 
tions, institutions, groups and parties, churches 
and clubs, lodges and others are manned by a 
few. The reason for this is the willingness of 
the few to carry the burden, do the hard think- 
ing and make the sacrifices. “Let George do 
it” is characteristic of the age. Then let 
“George” get the credit, when he wins and 
not all the blame when he fails. 


The “two or three” promise is something 
to rest on and go by when it represents our 
full strength. But it is not a justification for 
slovenly methods and careless procedure. It is 
possible to take the great truths of the Bible 
out of their original setting in order to excuse 
our shortcomings.—Richard Braunstein. 


In A Nutshell 
Kindness begets kindness. 
Enjoyment is sharpened by toil. 
True selfhood rises above selfishness. 
There is no greatness without goodness. 


To be truly conservative, one must be pro- 
gressive. 

Every teacher is concerned with the total 
life of the profession. 

Crime comes when ideals and aspirations 
are weaker than impulses and appetites. 

Training always precedes education and the 
neglect of it can cripple education. 

To be master of a word, the child must 
learn a new sound, a new symbol, and a new 
sense. 

The heart of education is the love of the 
individual teacher for the individual child. 

To interpret the school to parents and citi- 
zens is as much a part of the teacher’s work 
as the instruction of children.—Editor’s page, 
NEA Journal. 


These observations are equally true of the teaching 
of children in the home and the church, where 
parents, pastor, and Sunday School teachers join in 
privilege of building citizens of tomorrow. 


Paradoxes of the Spiritual Nature 
When we lose, we find. 

When we forgive, we are forgiven. 
When we give, we get. 

When we yield, we win. 

When we stoop, we rise. 

When we die, we live. 

When we submit, we are liberated. 


Wayne C. Clark 
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JUNIOR PULPIT 


Try the Other End! 

“Once a teacher was giving a lesson to ¢ 
class of boys. She was talking about a stalk 
of wheat. She told the story of its growth 
from the planting of the seed to the ripening 
of the ear, and how the toil of the farmer 
the rain and God’s sunshine, combined witl 
the fertile soil to produce this wonderful thing 
she held before them, the stalk of wheat. 

“She then went on to describe the grains 0} 
wheat lying side by side along the stalk ir 
golden beauty, when a small boy cut in witl 
this unexpected remark: ‘You can make ¢ 
grand whistle out o’ the ither end.’ ” 

We do not know what the little boy wa: 
thinking about, so far as the teacher’s enthusi 
asm about the stalk of wheat is concerned 
but we do know that he brought to the clas: 
a useful reminder that the stalk of wheat ha: 
two useful ends, just as many things in lift 
have. Too many of us think only about one 
end, the wheat kernels at one end, or the 
whistle at the other end, when we should be 


He Hath Anointed Me 
By FREDERICK H. STERNE 


The Spirit of the Lord is upon me—Luke 
4:18. 
The Spirit of my Lord on me 
Can never be content 
Until I cry, “Lord, here am I 
To spend or to be spent.” 
A constant urge is in my soul, 
A fire within me burns, 
And I must tell of sovereign love 
Until my Lord returns. 


The Spirit of my Lord on me 
Equips me for my quest, 

For he anoints, and he appoints; 
I go at his behest; 

He robs me of my fancied might, 
And girds me with his sword; 

I glory in my helplessness, 

And magnify my Lord. 


Declares above the din 

The Spirit of my Lord on me 

That Christ sets free from tyranny 

The broken slaves of sin. 

I bring good news to needy souls 

Of every tribe and race, 

The Spirit of my Lord on me = 

Proclaims the day of grace. “af 
—The Watchman-Examiner 


ware of both ends, and what they have to 
ffer us. 

Each and everyone of us could tell stories 
out members of our own families, and people 
e know in our neighborhood, starting out to 
o one thing in the belief that this is what 
e want to do, regardless of the obstacles in 
ur pathway; yet, somehow, somewhere along 
1e way they found it wise to “look at the 
ther end,” and found they could “make a 
rand whistle oot o’ the ither end!” 

Let’s remember this when things come to 
s that seem to throw our plans upside down; 
t’s look at the up-side-down end, “‘and see if 
od has some plan for us that did not occur 
9 us. All of us know the name of John Bun- 
an. He wanted to preach the Word of God, 
nd he did for awhile, but he found himself 
1 prison for doing it. That seemed hopeless, 
wt he looked at the other end of the ques- 
ion, and instead of being troubled over his 
ate, he wrote “The Pilgrim’s Progress’ in 
ison, the book that has been translated into 
nore languages than any other book, except 
he Bible. 

Sorrow can teach us the secret of sympathy. 
Ybstacles in our pathway will teach us faith, 
nd increase our hope. Let us remember there 
s no problem in life, and no opportunity, 
hat does not have another side, and we can 
nake ‘‘a grand whistle oot o’ the ither end.” 
Stuart Robertson, Expository Times. (Prov. 
1-1) 


sut-Nots 

Coming face-to-face with ‘“But-Nots’ in 
laily programs is something every one of us 
xperience. Boys want to play ball,—but-not- 
ow, because we must go to school, or to do 
ome chores at home; boys want to go fishing, 
—but-not-now, because mother wants you to 
0 to the store, or mow the lawn. Girls, well, 
Jelen wants a new dress,—but-not-now, be- 
ause she needs her teeth fixed and that costs 
noney. Jane wants to study dancing,—but- 
jot-this year, because she must help at home, 
o mother can take care of the new baby 
other. 

These “but-nots” sound simple, but they are 
mportant to any child, but should we back- 
lown, forget our plans and hopes, feel sorry 
or ourselves? Not at all. Those of us who get 
cquainted with the ‘‘but-nots’’ of life when 
ve are children are fortunate. Everytime a 
‘but-not” gets in our way, we learn that we 
ave to change our plans in order to avoid 
rouble, and most of the time we find that 
he way around the “but-not” is better than 
he one we had chosen. 


Some of us think that there will be a time 
in life when there will be no more “‘but-nots” 
to challenge us. How many here believe that? 
It is a good thing we asked that question of 
ourselves, because it is well for us to learn 
that “‘but-nots’” are as much a part of our lives 
as Our eyes, our fingers, or our ability to wish 
for things. 

Let’s look squarely at these “‘but-nots” that 
get into our way continually. Are they good 
for us? What do you think? Of course, they 
are good for us, regardless of how we feel at 
the time. Why? Because they make us do the 
things that it is our duty to do, and teach us 
self-reliance, pluck, dependability, honesty, 
faith, love, hope, and most of the virtues that 
many of us would like to attain, but don’t 
know how to go about it. So, here comes the 
unwelcome but necessary ‘‘but-not’’ and leads 
us just where God wants us to be or go. 


We do not always recognize the “‘but-not’’ 
when we meet it, because we are not ready 
to give up our plans. Sometimes the “but-not”’ 
is a request from your mother to do some- 
thing, or not to do something you want to do; 
sometimes it is a loving friend who makes a 
request and forces you to change your plans. 
Sometimes, it is where you live, how you look 
at things, how much money you have, or do 
not have. All of these things are simple, 
homely, every day facts, which we know 
about, but think little of them, until they get 
in Our way. 


Since the “‘but-nots’’ of life are going to be 
with us through our whole life, we should 
find an answer to this business now, and 
settle it. What is the answer? It is simple, 
just make up our minds that God opens the way 
for each one of us to do what HE wants us 
to do, in little and in big things; if HE wants 
you to do something, HE will open the way | 
for you to do it the best way it can be done. 
If we make up our minds that God loves us 
more than we can understand, and will al- 
ways — always —- show us the best way to do 
what He wants us to do, we shall have the 
answer to life’s “‘but-nots.’ We shall know 
positively that if a “but-not’’ pops up to change 
our plans, it is God’s will that. we change our 
plans, and we shall actually learn to welcome 
the “‘but-nots” instead of fearing them. (II 
Cor. 4:8-10)—John Short, Ph.D.—Exchange. 


Showing Growth os 

While on a picnic trip to Prospect Park one 
summer a new lesson in growth was made a 
part of my experience. We were standing on 
the cliff looking out over Prospect Falls which 
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resembles Niagara Falls on a small scale. There 
on the edge of the cliff were a number of 
evergreen trees which caught my instant at- 
tention. On:-the end of each branch of those 
trees was a light green growth which con- 
trasted so vividly with the darker growth of 
the remainder of the trees. I turned to the 
rest of the group with me and asked if any- 
one could explain it. An older lady smiled 
knowingly and said: “That is God’s way of 
showing us how much that tree has grown this 
year. All the lighter colored growth on the 
ends of the branches is new growth. As the 
weather, soil, and other conditions prevail the 


size of new growth on the branches become 
larger or smaller. It is God’s way of showing 
the growth of the tree.” 

We, as young people, can also show out 
growth each year as the evergreen trees. Out 
etowth depends on the atmosphere in which 
we live, the soil in which our lives are rooted, 
and how. much we make God a part of our 
growth. Then people may look at us and re- 
mark at the growth we have shown in follow- 
ing God and His Son Jesus Christ. How much 
growth do you show this year in the Christian 
faith?—Carlton Van Ornum, Camden, N. Y. 


Text: MR. 2:17 (RSV.)—‘Those who are 
well have no need of a physician, but those 
who are sick; I came not to call the righte- 
ous, but sinners!” 


SET out from my study on an unusual 

errand one morning. I wanted to see the 

inside of a place of temptation—a well- 
known “night spot’—in the neighborhood of 
_ my church. In two minutes time I had gone 
down the street and around the corner and 
was entering Kilgariff’s Tavern. As I walked 
past the bar some one said: “This way Mac.” 
So I stopped and asked if I might be served 
a cup of coffee. ‘Sure,’ said the bar-tender, 
“keep on going back to the kitchen.’ So I 
proceeded up the stairs to the empty night 
club, and so back to the kitchen. With my ten 
cent cup of coffee I sat down in the solitude. 
Around me were stalls and tables for fifty 
or sixty people. In one corner was an orchestra 
stand, and near by was a big juke box. I 
sipped my coffee and thought about the people 
who nightly frequented this place of tempta- 
tion just two minutes’ walk from my church. 


Jamaica Plain 
Boston, Mass. 
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TWO MINUTES’ WALK 
FROM TEMPTATION 


DOUGLAS M. MACINTOSH 


And I found myself wondering what the an- 
swer to their need might be. And with these 
questionings in my mind, I went out of the 
door and around the corner and up the street 
on the two-minute walk back to my church, 


I have repeated the two minute theme of this 
story because I think that it symbolizes life 
today. We all live just two minutes walk from 
temptation. Life’s tempting and compromising 
situations are always just down the street, just 
around the corner, just tonight, just tomor- 
row, just on the heels of this idea, or just in 
the wake of that desire. 


What can one do about temptation? One 
famous answer, given by the Scribes of Jesus’ 
day, is that one should build a fence between 
himself and life’s temptations. The Scribes and 
Pharisees were fence builders and fence fixers. 
And the fence that they sought to establish 
between the holy man and temptation was to 


‘be more effective than a wall of stones or a 


hedge of thorns. It was to be a barrier of 
religious teachings that they called the Law. 
On the inside of this fence were the Pharisees 
and their teachers, the Scribes, and on the 
outside were the tax-gatherers, sinners and the 


The: Expositor 


— 


whcle pagan world. Every one on the outside 
yf the fence was a source of temptation and 
jefilement. To touch the garment of such a 
erson, or to eat food thrown in his garden, 
or to be with him, was to break through the 
fence of the Law. One must stay away from 
uim. One must remain in the fellowship of 
he Scribes and Pharisees, who kept scrup- 
ously to the inside of the fence. 


Jesus did not accept the Scribes and Phari- 
sees’ answer to the problem of temptation— 
decause it did not work. There was no known 
way of deciding on which side of this fence 
of Torah-keeping a person really belonged. A 
wayward motion of the heart could bring about 
the defilement of any man, however secure he 
might feel behind the fence against defilement 
that he had erected between himself and his 
defiled neighbor. The person so tempted and 
involved in sinful conduct might be—any- 
where ! 


“For from within,” said Jesus, “‘out of the 
heart of man, come evil thoughts, fornication, 
theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, 
deceit, licentiousness, an evil eye, slander, 
pride, foolishness. All these things come from 
within, and they defile a man.” 


One of the situations where Jesus exhibited 
His rejection of the Pharisees’ way of dealing 
with temptation and sin, and at the same time 
proclaimed to them His own answer to the 
problem, is given in the Gospel account of the 
call of Levi. Levi was a tax collector—on 
the other side of the fence. Every one who 
passed along the waterfront could see him 
there, sitting in the tax office. He was shame- 
lessly indifferent to the demands of Torah, and 
a defiled and worthless character so far as the 
Pharisees were concerned. But Jesus repudiated 
the Pharisees’ decision concerning Levi by 
calling him to be his disciple. Exemplifying 
one of the great and original decisions of His 
ministry, He simply walked through the fence 
of legalism that the Pharisees had erected 
against Levi and his kind, and took His dis- 
ciples with Him. He joined Levi where he 
was, among the tax collectors and sinners, and 
sat down to eat with him. 

_ The Pharisees, whose main business in life 
was to raise this fence between the righteous 
and the sinners and to keep it in repair, were 
outraged. He has broken through the fence, 
they said. And they approached His disciples 
with their bitter complaint. “Why,” he said, 
‘does he eat with the tax collectors and sin- 
nets?” Jesus heard their question, as it was in- 
evitable that he should, and He gave them an 


1953 


answer packed with realism and irony. When 
you use irony, you express your meaning in 
language that says something different. That 
is what Jesus did in this situation. 


A physician, He said, has no chance to be 
of service to people who are completely healthy 
all the time. If he is to fulfill his calling, 
he has to go among people who need him— 
who get sick once in a while. I have to do 
that He said. I have no chance serving peo- 
ple who are as absolutely righteous as you 
Pharisees are. So I have come over here among 
the sinners, where I am needed, and where I 
can do some good, ‘For I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners.” What an exposure of 
the Pharisees’ fence-system of morals! The 
place to expect sin is not just two minutes 
down the street, or on the other side of some 
man-made moral fence, but in the thoughts 
and imaginations of any human heart. 


How, then, are we to deal with temptation ? 
Jesus’ answer, as I understand it, may be given 
in two steps: 


Identify one’s self with the world’s moral 
need—with the person who is facing tempta- 
tion and failure. That is what Jesus did when 
he sat down on the defiled couch of the tax 
collector, Levi, and shared his defiling company 
and ate of his defiling food. Levi needed 
help that he could not receive from the other 
side of a holier-than-you moral fence, so Jesus 


_ sat down with him and identified Himself with 


Levi's needs. 


I heard a professor of medicine recall at a 
recent gathering that there used to be a ward 
for alcoholics in the Boston City Hospital 
where nothing much was done for them but 
let them die off. The mortality rate in that 
ward was about fifty per cent. And the phil- 
osophy governing the treatment of these peo- 
ple was expressed in the dictum of the then 
head of the hospital medical service. “Alcohol 
is the instrument with which incompetent 
people kill themselves!” We do not have that: 
philosophy any more. We do not build a moral 
fence between ourselves and the alcoholic. We 


_ identify ourselves with him as a person who 


is sick, whose life is beset by tensions and fears 
that threaten to pull him to pieces. We share 
his experiences of woe, and we seek to under- 
stand and help. a 


The second step that Jesus took in giving 
a new answer to the problem of temptation 
was ‘‘to keep moving to the goal toward which 
his first step was directed.” He went all the 
way in identifying Himself with the sins and 
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failures of men. He went to the Cross. Going 
one step in identifying ourselves with our 
fellowmen in their state of temptation and 
moral defeat is not enough. Jesus has set us 
the sublime example of going all the way. 
Outside the walls of the Holy City He bore 
His Cross; and on Golgotha, in the midst of 
sinners, He opened a new door for them into 
a better life. It was the way He wanted, and 
it should make us think. The Christian an- 
swer to temptation is not to shut it out with 
a wall, but to redeem it with a Cross.—The 
Expository Times. 


At The Gate 
Beautiful 


RICHARD BRAUNSTEIN 


Text: “If I be lifted up.—John 12:32. 
| E WAS a beggar. That is the way he 


has gone down in history. A man in 

rags, no doubt hungry, certainly penni- 
less, homeless. Yet he is on the list of heroes. 
He belongs to the WHO’S WHO of the 
Christian Enterprise. If he had a friend to 
button-hole, or if he had some wires to pull 
or some red tape to unwind with the crowd 
at headquarters, his story might read differ- 
ently. We would have lost the saga of a men- 
dicant who became a missionary, the epic of an 
outcast who became a benefactor. 


Recall the account of his miraculous heal- 
ing. For the first time in forty years he was 
able to stand on his own feet. Now we find 
him using those feet not for himself but for 
the CAUSE that put him back to normalcy, 
established his social status, made him a pillar 
of the church. With his restored members 
he said, “I thank you.” 


It was the day after Peter and John had 
spoken the words: ‘‘Silver and gold have I 
none but such as I have give I thee; in the 
name of Jesus of Nazareth rise up and walk.” 
Such as I have. Such as we have. Such as 
the Church has. No longer can we say “‘silver 
and gold have I none.” But are we able to 
say ‘Rise up and Walk?” The Christian Church 
in its denominations and organizations is a 
wealthy institution. Beautiful architecture. Art 
glass windows and pipe organs. Staggering sta- 
tistics and brilliant personnel. The Gospel 
has been given a temple and a tongue of mate- 


Chaplain, Hallsboro, 
North Carolina 
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rial acquisitions and mundane possessions. 
None of these command our thinking. It is 
Christ in the Church that challenges our re- 
spect and attention. When the woman touched 
the hem of his garment she was healed be- 
cause Christ was in the garment. The little 
white meeting house on the cross-road may be 
as powerful as the huge edifice on the city 
street. 

The Christian Church does not concern itself 
with things large or small but with values both 
large and small. Its real worth and wealth is 
the power of the Gospel, which makes for 
salvation. “God who commanded the light to 
shine out of darkness hath shined in our 
hearts .. . but we have this treasure in earthen 
vessels.” Let us not confuse the vessel with 
the treasure, the jewel with the case, the water 
with the pitcher, the picture with the frame. 
“All this power I will give thee.’ The power 
to put people on their feet, spiritually, mentally, 
physically. 

Peter and John were tried for the healing 
of the lame man. It was the usual court-session. 
The crowd was there. The curious and the 
morbid. The skeptical and the believing. All 
the trivia and trapping which men call Justice. 
In this our modern times the reporters would 
have a field day. The photographers from the 
press associations would jockey their cameras. 
Radio announcers and commentators would 
clutter the wave lengths with their prattle. 
Television technicians would maneuver for 
close-ups and intimate details. Hollywood 
would offer contracts and breakfast foods would 
petition endorsements. The occasion was a 
cause celebre. Why not? Had not an unknown 
figure become a world personage? It is not 
everyone who can achieve, in one night, global 
prestige and universal acclaim. Here was a 
case of a nobody becoming a somebody, by a 
spoken word. Not even the evangelists nor yet 
their convert dreamed what a chain of in- 
fluence they had given momentum for the 
centuries. 


The picture is familiar. ‘The people there- 
fore that stood by said that it thundered; others 
said, an angel spoke.” It has always been like 
that. Some will tread roughshod over the sub- 
limities. Others will bow the head in reverence, 
Irreverence shadowing the spiritual. Material- 
ism transcending the supernatural. Happy the 
person, who standing before a burning bush, 
has the understanding to take off shoes, on 
holy ground. 


The prisoners are called in. Spectators 
scramble for a better look. The judges are in 
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Dr. Rall brings into focus the essentials 
of contemporary theology and systemati- 
cally presents the whole truth of the 
Christian doctrine of salvation. He ex- 
plores its aspects—individual and social, 
present and historical, religious and ethi- 
cal, this world and eternity—revealing 
God’s great work in its true relation to 
the vital needs of man today. 

For preachers, teachers, students, and 
theologians — RELIGION AS SALVA- 
TION provides a more adequate under- 
standing of the Christian faith. 
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their seats, The trial begins. A great show for 
the rabble. Perhaps there was hysteria and 
swooning as in the case of the burial of the 
late Rudolph Valentino, screen idol and heart 
smasher. This was death but the mob saw 
glamour. This was realism, but the ,people for 
the most part saw only cheap drama. Few 
knew that the god had feet of clay. We knew 
the mortician personally. A national figure 
famous for his elaborate appointments and 
sense for the theatrical. He was a great show- 
man. We could have been the chaplain of 
this entourage, minister-in-residence. Provided 
we were willing to change, cameleon-like, the 
color of our creed as the situation demanded. 
This was the opportunity to be all things to 
all people, with a fine disregard for the decen- 
cies and proprieties. 

The man who was healed did a great thing 
in that hour. He did not dream—no man ever 
does—of the tremendous thing he was doing. 
Crises reveal character. There are no crises 
men or women. Those so characterized, are the 
men and women who are ready when the 
crisis comes. Here’was the crucial moment. The 
man who had been lame, lame no longer, 
_ arose in his place at the back of the room 
and walked forward, with a firm step, a steady 
step, without the slightest hesitation or waver- 
ing and took his place next to the prisoners. 
He stood with them. 


The result of that action was this: The 
prisoners were charged to heal no more in the 
name of Jesus. Suspended judgment. Ac- 
quittal. Seeing the man who was healed stand- 
ing there, what else could they do? What 
other verdict could there have been? The God 
who answers prayer by healed men, He is the 
true God. The God who reveals Himself in 
jungle clinics and wilderness hospitals, He 
is the true God. The God who sends His 
ministers up the trails of the lonesome pines 
and courses of winding rivers, to the last out- 
post, He is the true God. Once there was a 
trader in search of ivory. He came across a 
native in the dark continent, reading his 
Bible. ‘You don’t believe that, do you?” asked 
the trader. The native pointed across the clear- 
ing to a huge kettle hanging over a fire. He 
said, “If I did not believe this, you would be 
simmering in yonder pot.” The God who 


strong legs for his own purpose. He might 
have fled the courtroom and tried to catch up 
with his lost years. He might have wanted to 
put that grim scene behind him. He might 
have feared the judges, Anna, Caiaphas, John 
and Alexander and the kindred of the high 
priest, the same before whom Jesus lately stood 
in this room. 


As a convert he gave his testimony. Let the 
minister preach to his church, and his church, 
when converted, will preach to the world. 
The trial of the state became a prayer meet- 
ing. The hall of justice became an evangelist’s 
tent. The machinery of the authorities became 
an organization of personalities called a 
CHURCH. Peter told how it happened and 
called for the ear of the nation. “Be it known 
unto you and to all.”’ Boldness. Holy boldness. 
‘Many that heard the word believed and the 
number of the men was about ten thousand. 
Peter’s sermon was how it happened. The man 
who was healed was the flesh and blood ser- 
mon, the living epistle, convincing, appeal- 
ing, revealing, demonstrative, clinching. The 
word became flesh and dwelt in their midst. 


The man who was healed was not in ab- 
sentia, but present. He was the kind of a 
man, member, steward, trustee, officer, who 
come Sunday, would be in his pew when the 
open road beckons, when the golf course al- 
lures, when the fish are biting, when the beach 
calls, when it rains and when it shines, when 
the mercury drops and the snow falls. Seeing 
the man, standing by the minister, the verdict 
is for the Church, the message of Christ, the 
things of the Kingdom. 


Recall the days of the French Revolution. 
When a mob swept into the Tuileries, through 
room after room, destroying, ravaging, then 
through a closed door which led into a chapel. 
In that chapel hung a crucifix. A hush fell on 
the enraged mob. Some one called, ‘‘Hats 
off.” Every head was bowed. Every knee was 
bent. Indifference was impossible. Then some- 


body took the cross down. It was hung in an 


adjoining house. After that brief interlude. 
the wild tide of destruction continued. They 
had taken Christ down. Now they could pro- 
ceed. Religion was comfortable. It is this that 
Christ meant, when He said, ‘‘And I, if I be 


quenches the. fires of cannibalism, He is the lifted up from the earth will draw all men 
true God. unto me? ; 
Thus far we have seen one half of the pic- Not when or whete, but if. He will draw 
ture. But the other half of the canvas gives 0t one or two or a group here and there, but 
completion. ‘We have seen the loyalty of the all men. The Gospel is the most inclusive of 
convert and the devotion of the saved. The all teachings, transcending all continents and 
_man who was healed might have used those ‘boundaries, ene a 
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Constancy In 


Christian Service 
W. FRANKLIN HARKEY 


Fext: I Cor. 15:58—"“Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, for as 
much as ye know that your labor is not in 
vain in the Lord.” 


HE church, whatever its other needs may 
be, need preeminently to be undergirded 
with sound doctrine and fidelity. The 

nembers of the Corinthian church were wise in 
sking questions. The Epistles of Paul abound 
n strong spiritual food. The background which 
he Apostle gives of conditions at Corinth 
hrows light upon the need for constancy in 
christian living and services. A Christian com- 
nunity is established in a pagan city of a half 
nillion people. The group of disciples began 
mmediately the great task of making Christians 
ut of their pagan neighbors. Of those who 
vere won from the world, not all became faith- 
ul in their duties and obligations. Those who 
emained firm and steadfast sent a letter to their 
ormer pastor, Paul, asking certain questions 
bout doctrine and policy. For the most part the 
uestions related to matters pertaining to the 
ocal group of Christians, and yet when we look 
t these questions we can see how Christians, 
ver since, have been affected by the answers. 
Jo question was of more importance than that 
elating to the Resurrection from the dead. 
‘he Christian world has been glad ever since 
nat question was sent. It was the old ques- 
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tion of the ancient patriarch of Uz, Job, “If 
a man die shall he live again?” 

In answering the question, Paul writes the 
great chapter on the Resurrection. This chap- 
ter has even been the irrefutable answer for 
the Resurrection.” As so often happens in the 
writings of Paul, here is disclosed practical 
thought with deep theological implications. 
Christian work is to abound because of the 
faith that is ours. There is, then, the exhorta- 
tion to constancy in the work of the Lord. 

First of all, this constancy is to be achieved 
by maintaining faith in an evil time. This 
great chapter on the Resurrection is beamed 
to the ancient city of Corinth filled with 
wickedness and vice. The glory of the Chris- 
tian is that he lives in two worlds, one that 
is filled with all manner of evil, from which 
he abstains, the other looms with bright hope 
for the future. Jesus offered eternal life to 
as many: as would come to Him, but He was 
also aware that if one is to be a disciple he 
must let his light shine, now. 

Few today will deny that the times leave 
much to be desired in the way of holiness.’ 
Enemies of the faith abound on all sides. The 
advance of these evil forces is often alarm- 
ing. They have captured from Christians much 
of the Lord’s day. They are making inroads 
on the education of youth. Sobriety has been 
turned into license. The evils of intoxicating 
beverages are spoken of softly by many. In- 
difference raises its head everywhere. We do 
well to listen to the challenge of one of the 


poets: 
“Our fathers to their graves have gone; 
Their strife is past, — their triumph won. 


But sterner trials wait the race 

_ Which rises in their honored place,— 
A moral warfare with the crime 
And folly of an evil time. 
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“So let it be. In God's own might 

We gird us for the coming fight, 

And strong in Him whose. strength is ours 
In conflict with unholy powers, 

We grasp the weapons He has given,— 

The Light, and Truth, and Love of Heaven.” 


Constancy in Christian work means an un- 
shakable defense of the Gospel. A modern 
writer has described the Christians of the first 
century in glowing language, to the effect 
that they out-thought, out-lived, and out-died 
the pagans of that day. The flow of the lan- 
guage here is suggestive,’ abounding in the 
work of the Lord,” or, “abound in work for 
the Lord at all times.’’ Some one has suggested 
that, ‘“‘the early Christians, who had been 
severely beaten and admonished to keep quiet, 
proceeded with their public and private wit- 
ness without the loss of a single day, but 
their modern successors are satisfied if they 
go to church at Easter.’’~Paul knew what it 
meant to be abounding in the work of the 
Lord. His one all absorbing, all engrossing 
purpose was to make Christ known to the 
world. Picked at random from the book of 
Acts is the story of the service which was 
rendered by Aquila and Priscilla. 

Forasmuch as Christians are faithful and 
steadfast, assurance of success is given. This 
hope of reward is not to be forgotten, and 
neither does the Apostle let this group of in- 
quiring Christians of the first century down. 
“For you may be sure that in the Lord your 
labor is never thrown away.” One of the 
commercial houses has as its motto: “You can 
be sure if it is —.” Service for the Lord 
brings a sure and abundant reward. It is not 
with the idea that the Christian is always look- 
ing for the reward, for undoubtedly, 

“There are those who ask not if thine eye 
Be on them.” 

Of our Lord, Himself, it was written ‘He 
shall see of the travail of His soul and shall 
be satisfied.” The Christian life is not with- 
out its rewards in this life. Our Lord said 
that the giving of a cup of cold water in His 
name would not go unrewarded. Over against 
the evanescent and fleeting things of this life 
stands the assurance of Christian faith and 
fidelity. The church’s need to recapture the 
Bee of fidelity and constancy is apparent to 
all. 

The brethren in the ancient city of Corinth 
needed a tonic for evil times. Our life like- 
wise needs to see in full perspective the out- 
reach of Christian faith, From the message, 
“Christ died for our sins,” the Apostle goes 
on to show that He also rose from the grave 
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for our justification. With such encourage- 
ment as that Christians may continue their 
service in the Lord knowing that they will 
not be disappointed. 

Inasmuch as we have received this assurance 
we can undergird these great terms with con- 
fidence, ‘‘Steadfast, unmovable, abounding, 
labor not in vain.” Communism may be stead- 
fast for a time, but it carries the seed of its 
own destruction. Men in the pursuit of happi- 
ness and peace often come to dismay and con- 
fusion. The message of Christianity is that 
ineffable glory awaits the faithful. If it is the 
last book of the Bible, the message is the 
same, “Be thou faithful unto death and I will 
give thee the crown of life.” In the midst of 
the uncertainty and dispeace of man comes the 
words: “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life.” The world’s best hope for two thousand 
years has come from Him Who said, “I am 
the resurrection and the life.’ His faithful 
followers in every generation have offered life 
and hope. 


Blessed Benediction 


W. A. KUNTZLEMAN 
Text: Numbers 6:24-26. John 17. 


66 HICH part of the worship service 
in our church do you like best and 
why?’ asked the pastor of a teen- 

ager in the Catechetical Class. Frankly and 

forthright he received this answer, ‘“The Bene- 


diction, because that means the end and I can 
go home.” 


The Benediction was authorized by God 
the Father as it is recorded in Numbers 6:22- 
26. “And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying, 
On this wise ye shall bless the children of 
Israel, saying unto them, The Lord bless thee, 
and ‘keep thee, The Lord make His face shine 
upon thee and be gracious unto thee, The 
Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and 
give thee peace.” | 


Now for some people these beautiful words 
may have only one meaning—that is, “the 
end of the worship service,” but for others 
they are rich, comforting, and the peace of 
God falls on the hearts of the worshipers 
as-they hear them. — 

To me, these blessed words are very as- 
suring and revealing. Each phrase brings the 
very presence and power of God into focus. 
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To take one short phrase is a sermon in itself. 
“The Lord bless thee and keep thee.” 

I. The Lord keeps us. In a day of vitamins, 
aspirin, wonder working drugs, new medical 
techniques, and like procedures, it is easy to 
forget that these things are only a part of the 
whole miracle of life; which has its origin in 
God and is sustained by God. Life is rather 
dependable, so much so that as it proceeds 
normally, it is simply taken for granted. 

Suppose one morning when you tried to 
heat water for coffee it would turn to ice in- 
stead, 

Suppose you arose from bed in the morn- 
ing and instead of walking on the floor you 
found yourself balloon fashion, bobbing 
against the ceiling. 

Suppose the earth would move out of its 
orbit and suddenly veer just a few million 
miles closer to the sun. a 

Suppose the rain went somewhere else in- 
stead of showering our fields and gardens. 

Supose the seasons of the year were sud- 
denly reversed. 

These things don’t happen. Life is depend- 
able because God’s thinking, devising and 
sustaining power is in it. “The Lord keep 
thee.” It is assuring to have the reiterated 
assurance that it is God’s power and God’s 
love that keeps us. — 


When Jesus was about to leave the disciples, 
He lifted them in prayer to the Father, pray- 
ing, “Holy Father, keep through thine own 
name, those whom Thou hast given me.” 
(John 17:11). I’m sure that in the earth 
shaking events that followed, in the days of 
persecution, separation, and destruction, that 
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little band of believers was sustained in simply 
knowing that God was keeping them in spite 
of all that the powers of hell could do against 
them. 

On a sinking ship in a severe storm, a 
mother placed her young son in a small life 
boat before it was swung overboard with the 
final tender parting: “Tell daddy, mother 
loved you enough to die for you and that he 
must keep you with tenderest care.” “The 
Lord keep thee.” These words remind us again 
and again that we are kept by a God who 


_so loved that He died for us. 


II. The Lord Keeps Us From Evil. When 
Jesus was thinking of leaving the disciples He 
prayed, “Keep them from evil.” John 17:15. 
Jesus was aware that there was much evil in 
the world and that believers would have to 
live in it for years. Jesus pleads not to have 
them taken from the evil world, but to have 
them kept from evil. In the Lord’s Prayer 
again, ‘Deliver us from evil.” 2 ; 


All of God’s directions, all of God’s teach- 
ings, all of God’s truths are pointed in that 
one direction to keep us from evil. Of the 
small group of disciples, He kept all of them 
but one—the son of perdition, who would not 
let him save him. (John 17:12) God will 
keep us from evil if we let him. 


A mother and her worthless son stood be- 
fore a Christian judge for sentencing. The 
judge had many times before tried to help the 
youth, but in vain. Finally he said, “I can 
do nothing:more for this boy, I’ve done every- 
thing I could do. Nothing helps. I give up and 
I advise you, his mother, to do the same.” 
The mother raised her tear-stained eyes to the 
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judge and said: “Judge I don't blame you— 
you have been more than kind—YOU have 
gone out of your way to help us and I don’t 
blame you for giving up, but I can't give up 
this boy—I gave him life, I took care of him, 
reared him—lI can’t go back on him because 
he is mine.” That mother would give her life 
to keep the boy from evil if only he would 
let her. So God keeps us from evil, if we 
let him. 


II. God Keeps Us For Something. Why 
does God keep us here? Jesus has the answer 
for us. “As thou hast sent me into the world, 
even so I sent them into the world.” John 
17:18. Jesus was sent into the world to serve, 
to save. “I came not into the world to be 
ministered unto, but to minister and give my 
life a ransom for many.’’ Matthew 20:28. 


Jesus came to serve. He organized, taught, and 
sent the disciples forth to serve. 


Why does He keep us here? For no other 
reason, ‘“Ye shall be my witnesses.”’ In fact, I 
can find no other excuse for living, but to 
serve. ‘Let your light so shine before men 
that they may see your good works and glorify 
your Father, which is in heaven. Matt. 5.16. 


All of us can serve in some way. A little 
blind old lady asked the question one day, 
“Pastor, why does God keep me here when I 
am helpless?’ His answer, born or rich expeti- 
ence with the Lord was, ‘““You have a mind 
and can still pray—so much praying needs to 
be done.” The Lord keeps us for service— 
Oh, blessed benediction: 


The Lord keeps us by His power and love. 
The Lord keeps us from evil if we let Him. 
The Lord keeps us for service. 


Out of World War II have come many 
stories of courage, faith, and heroism. One 
that captures my thoughts and feelings tells 
of a weary, war torn soldier, who decided to 
desert at night. He started for the rear only 
to become lost in no man’s land. He was 
startled by a post in front of him. Thinking 
it might be a sign post and that he could get 
his bearings, he climbed up, lighted a match, 
and looked. Very slowly he climbed back down. 
The sign was a wayside crucifix. That crucifix 
reminded him of what His Lord had done 
for him and how he had been faithful unto 
death. In the darkness he crawled back to his 
lines, not to be a traitor, but a hero, 


So may the blessed benediction, ‘as we hear 
it again and again, remind us of the God who 
keeps us and may it inspire us to go back to 
our duties with courage and confidence. Amen. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 


JOHN H. JOHANSEN 


To Seek and Save the Lost 

Text: Luke 19:10—'For the Son of Man 1s 
come to seek and to save that which was 
lost.” 

Lady Huntingdon was seeking, one day, to 
lead a man to the Lord Jesus Christ. However, 
to her urgent entreaties, he only replied: “It’s 
no use, I’m lost, I’m lost.” 

“Thank God for that!” was her astonishing 
reply. ; 

“Why?” the man inquired in amazement. 
“I thought you wanted me saved?” 

‘Because,’ was her answer, “Christ came 
to seek and to save that which was lost. That 
means YOU. He, and He alone, is the One 
who can save you.” 


Faithful Men Needed 
Text: Rev. 2:10b—“Be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” 


A member of the crew of the great ocean 
liner “Queen Mary” tells the story of a cap- 
tain who had just retired. He was steering 
his ship through one of the worst storms in 
years. Waves broke over the top of the vessel, 
and the crew was afraid, but the ship moved 
ahead. Presently the boatswain came to the 
bridge and said, “Captain, don’t you think 
you ought to ease it up a bit?” But the reply 
came, “Let’er go. She’s built to take it.’ The 
answer satisfied for only a: little while and 
then the boatswain reappeared, .and said, “The 
seas are pounding her hard, don’t you think 
you ought to ease up the speed just a mite?” 
But again the captain said, “Let ‘er go, she’s 
built to take it.” ee 

Presently, however, a winch, torn loose by 
the pounding of the waves, began-to roll about 


on the forward deck. The captain asked the 
boatswain to get volunteers from the crew to. 


go out on the slippery rolling deck, and lash 
the careening steel down. But he came back 


presently to report that none of the men 


would go. “Well,” said the captain, “I'll go 
out and do it myself.” The boatswain joined 


him, and at great risk, with ‘Mouiitains of icy 


water pouring over thein,”'' did" “with the 
winch charging madly froni, Side’'to’ side,” 


they secured it. When they Sot back to Eng! 
land the captain fired his whold ‘ctew, saying, 
ee CCUM AC tie? ta meee ni * 
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won't have anyone shipping with me who 
afraid to do a job that needs to be done.” 
ad the sailor concluded his story by saying, 
[That is the kind of seamanship that ‘once 
ade Britain the ruler of the waves.” 

Christianity today is in the plight of that 
ip. She is in the midst of a great storm, 
id the waters are pounding her hard. There 
e those who say, ‘Don’t you think you had 
tter let up a bit?” But the faithful will say, 
.et’er go; she’s built to take it.” 


yme Very Shocking Facts 

That people spent eight times more hours 
movies than at Sunday school; that only 
ie of 12 persons in our country attends 
rch; that seven out of eight children quit 
rch and Sunday school attendance before 
ey reach 15 years of age; fifteen million 
ex’ magazines are printed monthly and 
ad by one-third of the American people; 
ere are more barmaids in this country than 
lege girls; one million American girls have 
eral disease; 100,000 girls disappear every 
ar into white slavery; one million illegiti- 
ate babies are born annually; there are al- 
ost a million illegal abortions performed 
nually; our nation harbors three times as 
any criminals as college students; a major 
ime is committed every 22 seconds, an ag- 
avated assault or rape every hour; a murder 
ery 40 minutes; there are 60 suicides in 
ir nation daily; two out of three adults, boys 
en and women, smoke; three out of ten 
ho start as light drinkers end up drunkards. 
$ a nation we spend about $750 on pleasures, 
Is, Cosmetics, and amusements to every dol- 
f given to foreign missions. Read, pray, 
sep, as you consider America’s dreadful spir- 
al plight—J. Edgar Hoover, in Crimes in 


Merica. 


od Is Love 
xt: I John 4:8 — “He that loveth not 
knoweth not God; for God is love.” 


When Dwight L. Moody built his first 
ernacle in Chicago he was so anxious that 
eryone who came to that tabernacle, what- 
er else he might hear or learn, should hear 
learn about the love of God, and so fearful 
is he that some day some man might stand 
in the pulpit and forget to tell the people 
it God was love, that he had these letters 
sed in gas jets right over the preacher's 
ad, so whoever preached there, and what- 
st he preached about, the whole audience 
ting the entire sermon saw that blazing 
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The night is mother of the day; 
The winter of the spring, 

And ever upon old decay— 
The greenest mosses cling: 


Behind the cloud the starlight lurks; 
Through showers the sunbeams fall; 

For God Who loveth all his works 
Hath left this hope with all. 


THE SEARCH FOR TRUTH 


We search the world for truth, we cull 
The good, the pure, the beautiful 
From graven stone and written scroll, 
From the old flower-fields of the soul; 
And, weary seekers for the best, 

We come back laden from our quest 
To find that all the sages said 

Is in the Book our mothers read. 


—John Greenleaf Whittier. 
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away above his head, ‘God is love.” 

One night before the service began and 
before anybody had come, a poor outcast was 
going up the street, and came to the tabernacle. 
He saw the door standing partly ajar and he 
said ‘to himself, ‘“There will be warmth and 
comfort inside.’ He went up to the place and 
pushed the door open and was just about 
to step inside when he saw the gas jets blazing 
away above the pulpit and saying in letters 
of fire, “God is love.” He pulled the door shut, 
turned around and went out, and started up 
the street muttering to himself. He said, “That 
is not true, God is not love, if God were love 
He would love me, and he certainly doesn’t 
love such a miserable outcast as I am.” But 
those letters of fire kept burning into his 
heart, ‘God is love,” “God is love,” “God is 
love;” and finally he turned around and _ re- 
traced his steps and came back to the taber- 
nacle, found a seat in a corner of the room 
and stayed for the service. When Moody be- 
gan to preach, that man began to weep, and 
as soon as the service was over, Moody came 
down the aisle and took a place next to that 
man and began to talk to him. “My friend,” 
he said, “what is it in the sermon that affected 
you so?” “Oh,” he said, “it was nothing in 
the sermon, I have not heard a word that you 
have said.” ‘‘Well,’’ said Mr. Moody, “why 


were you weeping?’’ “Oh,” he replied, “Those. 


words up there in the gas jets, “God is love,’ ” 
And so Mr. Moody opened his Bible, and 
showed him the wonderful love of God for 
sinners, and that man forsook his sin and 
came to the Lord. 


We Have the Command 

Someone in China asked John W. Foster, 
“What right have you Christians to come over 
here and bother these poor people with your 
religion?” 

Mr. Foster, who was called a Christian 
statesman, heplied: “It is the right to give to 
others something that is too good to keep.” 

We know. that missions mean not only the 
right to take the Gospel to all who need it 
but the obligation to do so. 


If a large family is starving and someone 
gives a great basket of food to one boy for 
the family, and if that boy eats all he can and 
then hides the rest under a bridge for his 


_ pleasure on future visits, we think him too 
_ bad and selfish for words, 


Well, the Lord has given to us the Bread 
of Life and the Water of Life—given not 
for our sakes only but given to us for all the 
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family—for all the human family. Too bad : 
we take this Gospel and all its by-produc 
and use these upon ourselves, forgetting th 
world “that lieth in darkness’ and privatior 

We have no choice. We have the commane 
“Go ye into all the world, and preach th 
gospel to every creature.’—The Christian D 


& est. 


God in the Silence 
Ella Brooks Bolkcom 


Deep in the temple of the winter wood 

The trees stand in their surplices of snow, 

With folded hands in reverent attitude, 

And branches hanging low. 

The winds have muted all their silver 
strings, 

For God, Himself, is there, 

And listens as the throbbing silence sings 

In ectasy of prayer. 


The ocean waves are silent as they course 

In depths too far for human ear to know; 

The sacred secrets of the universe 

Are hidden where they flow. 

The clouds float silently across the lake; 

The mountains brood alone; 

The hills sleep calmly where their billows 
break 

In frozen waves of stone. 


The stars swing nightly on their noiseless 
wings 

Across the boundless span of endless 
space; 

Yet God can hear the morning stars 
that sing 

And move in matchless grace 

Along the patterned pathways of the sky 

In vibrant waves of light, 

And guides them as they silently go by 

And circle through the night. 


The heavens declare the glory of His 
name 

When sunrise speaks in burning words 
of flame—War Cry. 


The Forbidden Things i 
There is a story of the spoiled child whe 
cried for the valuable vase from the mantle. 


piece. The nurse forbade it to him. His 


mother, hearing his cries from another ‘room. 
hurried in and immediately got the vase and 
gave it to the boy. Taking it, he at on 
showed disappointment. “Why, what did you 
want?” asked his mother. “I want, I want, 
something that I mustn’t,” answered the boy. 


Our first parents seemed to have just this 
attitude. They had been given the beauty and 
the fragrance and the flavor of the trees of 
the garden. All was so good that the place 
was called Paradise. One tree only was for- 
xidden. Under the temptation they fell, took 
the fruit and, like the boy with the vase, were 
disappointed—and they were disillusioned and 
disinherited and driven from the Garden. 

Sin is not a matter of doing or not doing 
this or that thing. It is rather a matter of 
Obedience. The whole question is whether one 
will or will not do the will of God. Lying 
and stealing and treason and murder are 
manifestations of disobedience. The difference 
between disobedience and obedience is the 
difference between heaven and hell. As God- 
rejection could not be allowed in that Garden, 
so it cannot be permitted in the Holy City. 

It is good that Christ came to die for us, 
that our past transgressions can be blotted 
out. It is good that through the merits and 
power of the atonement one can go forth to 
live in obedience. Remember — He came not 
to save us 7v our sins but from our sins. — 
Free Methodist. 


Crime Increases Among Girls 

Arrests of minor American girls for prosti- 
tution, commercialized vice and other sex 
offenses, disorderly conduct, and vagrancy rose 
12.6 per cent in the first half of 1951, as 
compared with the corresponding period a 
year ago, a recent F.B.I. report revealed. 

Arrests of males under 21 for the same 
type of offenses increased 2.5 per cent. Of 
all types of arrest, there was a decrease of .7 
percent for minor males and an increase of 
7.2 per cent for minor females, the report 
said. Sen 
Women Learn to Read 

There are more than 8,000,000 women in 
the world who cannot read and write, accord- 
ing to computations made by Dr. Frank C. 
Laubach, missionary leader of world-wide lit- 
eracy campaigns. The Committee on World 
Literacy and Christian Literature, formed to 
promote his educatonal work, says that until 
very recent years social custom in many parts 
of the world would have prevented women 
from learning, were the facilities at hand, and 
would even have prevented them from want- 
ing to learn. Nor could they learn if men 
were the teachers, nor leave their homes to go 
to school, nor commend themselves to their 
husbands by leaving their household duties to 
learn anything. Now, however, the commit- 
tee says, the new concept of womanhood which 
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missionaries have taught, plus the rapid and 
simple methods of Dr. Laubach in teaching 
literacy, has opened the door for the speedy 
overcoming of this handicap to learning by 
the women of most of the nations. 


The Governor of Pennsylvania urges that 
the state act on a program for alcoholics. The 
number of alcoholics is increasing by leaps 
and bounds, and all over the country state 
authorities are having to take cognizance of 
this fact. 

A Dare to Dreamers .. - 

The critical relationship of our dreams to 
our life has been captured in words by Har- 
riet du Autermont in the words, ‘Some Faith 
at Any Cost:”’ 

No vision and you perish; 
No ideal, and you're lost; 
Your heart must ever cherish 
Some faith at any cost. 
Some hope, some dream to cling to, 
Some rainbow in the sky, 
Some melody to sing to, 
Some service that is high. 
—Builders. 


Karl Marx or Jesus Christ 

Booklets entitled Kar] Marx or Jesus Christ 
(Karl Marx oder Jesus Christus) by Dr. V. 
Raymond Edman, president of Wheaton Col- 
lege, printed in the German language, are to 
be distributed in western Europe and Ger- 
many. 

The booklet contains the baccalaureate ad- 
dress delivered by Dr. Edman at Wheaton 


College in 1949, and is in its fourth printing 


in English. Some 60,000 copies have been dfs- 
tributed throughout the English speaking coun- 
tries. Copies have also been used by mission- 
aries in Turkey and Japan. 

The Revere Foundation of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, has made available the printing in 
German of 20,000 copies. The translation to 
German made by Dr. Fred B. Gorstung, pro- 
fessor of German and Linguistics at Wheaton 
College, assisted by Dr. Lamberta M. Voget, 
assistant professor and director of sociology. 
Distribution in western Europe is to be made 
through Army chaplains and others. 

Copies have been printed in Braille and 
translation has also been made in Chinese 


with many copies sent into Red China. 


_ Prominent business organizations are con- 


_stantly requesting copies of Karl Marx or 
Jesus Christ for distribution among employees 
and customers. 


| 


EXPOSITORY PREACHING FOR TODAY, by Andrew 
W. Blackwood. Abingdon-Cokesbury, 224 pp. $3.00. 

This volume by Dr. Blackwood, dedicated to “The 
PASTOR Who Enjoys Preaching From the Bible,” is 
one in a series of helpful books for the ministry in 
our average churches, by this well-known and well- 
loved instructor -of biblical homiletics. 


Contents of ten chapters are: The Ways of Ex- 
pository Preachers: The Goals in Expository Preaching; 
Selection of a Bible Passage; Gathering of Sermon 
Materials; Quest for the Unifying Truth; Varieties of 
Sermon Structure; Concern About a Fitting Style; 
Call For a Pleasing Delivery; Questions From an Open 
Forum; The Effect Upon the Local Pastor,—followed 
by six pages of Related Readings, supporting each 
chapter, giving authors, titles, publisher and date of 
publications; four pages of Bible references under 
“Index of Passages for Preaching; six pages of 
“Index of Persons and Subjects.” 

“Throughout this book,’ says Dr. Blackwood, “TI 
have in view the pastor who wishes to prepare ex- 
pository messages for today, and the student who 
thinks in terms of tomorrow,” and uses selected case 
studies to bring out>this aim; carefully and clearly 
he explains these principles and shows how any 
minister—experienced or not—can originate, develop, 
and maintain a forceful style of expository preaching, 
and offers an abundance of sermon suggestions, adapt- 
able outlines, illustrations, and techniques of pre- 
sentation. This is a book you will keep within reach 
on the desk where your -preparation and study for 
sermon-building is done, because you will find in it 
the inspiration and help you need and seek. 


MUSIC IN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION, by Edith 
Lovell Thomas. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 160 pp. $2.00. 


The author of this volume, a Manual for Musie 
Leaders in Church and Church School, combines years 
of experience and extensive education in this field, 
including a master’s degree in religious education 
from Boston University, and a master’s degree in 
sacred music from Union Theological Seminary, in 
presenting her views on the place music can and 
should have in Christian education, giving leaders of 
music a fresh understanding of responsibilities and 
possibilities inherent in their work—and show them 
how to make music meaningful and enjoyable for 
young and adults alike. 

Miss Thomas divides the subject into ten main 
themes, ranging from the history of music in the 
Christian church to music for various types of church 
services, each treated in two parts—theory and 
discussion, and the practical application of the theory. — 
Chapters are illustrated with Scripture, poetry, hymns, 
songs, anthems, and prose quotations; the appendix, | 
complete with musical illustrations, care and anthem _ 
references, and music sources provides added resource | 
material for teachers, choir leaders, and _ directors 
of music. : 


THE ’ CHORALE THROUGH FOUR HUNDRED 
YEARS, by Edwin Liemohn. Muhlenberg. 170 pp. $2.50. 


“Music, as we recognize it today,” writes the author, © 
chairman of the music department at Wartburg College, 
Waverly, Iowa, and director of the Wartburg Choir,” 
“has its roots in the development of the chorale—the 
musical setting of hymns.” ; ve “ea 


1 


“More than 120 musical illustrations in The 
aanalyze the development of the musical 
scongregational hymns, tracing their growth 
eearly Gregorian chant through 400 years of 
iin the early centuries, music belonged only to the 
‘church. By the Reformation Era, only the clergy any 
}longer understood the words of the Gregorian chant. 
!Hymns in the language of the people were not avail- 
able, with the result that congregational had 
disappeared. The importance of congregational par- 
i ticipation in the music of the church was realized by 
‘Martin Luther in Germany, and by reformers of that 
jera in the Scandinavian countries, and they 
ithe task of breaking language barriers by translating 
ithe early hymns of the into the vernacular.” 


Chorale 
settings of 
from the 
change; 


singing 


assumed 


church 


»Seven chapters carry the reader. through the early 
16th century era in Germany through the present 
chorale problem, Appendix and Index. 


THE MATURE HEART, by Helen B. Emmons. Abing- 
don-Cokesbury. 160 pp. Size 10 x Ti,, $3.50. 

This volume of 150 meditations will have a wide 
appeal, and answer the need for a_ firm-spiritual 


approach to the daily-life problems as thousands face 
them today. 

The author's interest in devotional literature began 
in college, where she studied literature and “every 
eourse in the Bible I could find.” The interest reached 
a high point when her husband, the late Dr. Grover 
C. Emmons, a Methodist minister, founded and edited 
The Upper Room, whose 2% million circulation has 
made it the most widely read devotional magazine 
in the world. “In the early days,” says Mrs. Emmons, 
“T helped him in the work, which we did at home 
at night; I read proof and helped to edit the medi- 
tations and occasionally wrote them.” This volume 
of 150 meditations reveals the richness of this experi- 
ence, and much more, reflecting the author’s love for 
people, their sensitivity to their needs, and the wealth 
of a life dedicated to serving God through His Church. 
Here is a book you will use and cherish. It would 
make a priceless gift for birthdays, anniversaries, 
brides, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Thanksgiving or 
Christmas. 


SPIRITUS CREATOR. LUTHER’S CONCEPT OF THE 
HOLY SPIRIT. By Regin Prenter. Muhlenberg. 311 
pp. $3.00. 

Dr. Regin Prenter is Professor of Theology at 
AArhus University in Denmark, and Chairman of the 
Commission on Theology of the Lutheran World Fed- 
eration. These distinctions. attest the estimation in 
which he is held by theologians, which is amply 
borne out by the present treatise on Luther’s concept 
of the Holy Spirit, His work, His organs, His person. 

This basic subject, so to speak, is set forth as 
completely dominating Luther’s theology. Modern 
scholars have given it only fragmentary and often 
mistaken presentation. Prenter follows Luther’s con- 
stant emphasis through his voluminous writings and 
sets forth the Reformer’s teaching as_ throughout 
consistent and evangelical. 

Stress falls upon Luther’s hold on the _ biblical 
realism of revelation as opposed to the Augustinian 
and scholastic idealism, as opposed also to “every 
toning-down of this realism in scholasticism, ortho- 
doxy, pietism, and modern Protestantism.” This is a 
deep, thorough, stimulating book whose reading will 
be rewarded by many precious insights besides the 
impact of its fundamental Christian message.—Paul 


H. Roth. 
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Life for some felks is to sow wild oats during 
the week and then go to church on Sunday and pray 
for a crop failure—Gospel Banner. 


Page 211 2 


¥ 


bea 


au 


nee 


a 


*, 
° 


THE BEARING OF RECENT DISCOVERY ON THE 
IFRUSTWORTHINESS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, 
by W. M. Ramsay. Baker. 427 pp. $4.50. 

The Baker Book House has performed a distinct 
nervice in reprinting the works of that grand old 
New Testament scholar Sir William Ramsay, for some 
time out of print. They are too good to be neglected. 

The material of the present volume was delivered 
as lectures at Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, 
Va.. in 1911, and was almost wholly rewritten during 
the time of the First World War. 

It is superfluous to praise at this time the scholar- 
ship, mastery of historical and archeological material, 
wide acquaintance with contemporary research, relig- 
ious enthusiasm and vivid style of this old master. His 
viewpoint, in his own words, is that “the New 
Testament is unique in its compactness, the lucidity, 
the pregnancy and the truthfulness of its expression.” 
His aim is “to state certain principles that result 
from modern discovery and to illustrate their bearing 
on the New Testament.” 

The venerable author felt this book would be his 
last will and testament, and tried to put into it 
what he had learned in the struggle of life and the 


study of books. Ramsay’s works are collateral read- 
ing in theological schools. Now they will be easier 
to get at—Paul H. Roth. 

MERE CHRISTIANITY, by C. S. Lewis. Macmillan. 


175 pp. $2.75. 


In this book ‘‘The Case for Christianity,’ ‘‘Christian 
Behavior,” and ‘Beyond Personality,” are revised and 
published in one compact edition. 


C. S. Lewis is one of the world’s greatest practical 
gardeners of the spirit. One’s mind and soul are 
stretched, and under him the stretching is made sheer 
pleasure, to encompass such subjects as what lies 
behind the moral law, the three parts of morality, 
Christian marriage, forgiveness, and the great sin of 
pride. His chapter on “Making and Begetting’’ as he 
interprets the Creed about Christ being ‘Begotten not 
Created’”’ moves with spiritual power as well as with 
understanding. In another chapter he clarifies the idea 
of the Trinity. 


If you want real stretching, read his chapter on 
“Time and Beyond Time’ and its bearing on pre- 
destination; but this book may well be most remem- 
bered for his challenging observations of the Christian 
faith that in Christ we become new creatures. 

C. S. Lewis has an arresting way of putting things. 
“One of the reasons I believe Christianity (is that). it 
is a religion you could not have guessed.” ‘‘What God 
first helps us toward is not the virtue itself, but just 


the power of always trying again.” ‘Every one says | 


forgiveness is a lovely idea until he has something 
to forgive.” Aim at heaven and you will get earth 
thrown in. ‘It costs God nothing—so far as we know— 
to create things, but to conyert rebellious wills cost 
Him crucifixion.” 

We promise any minister or 


layman good reading 


‘and a stronger faith for haying read this book— 


S. Edward Young. 


NEW LIGHT FROM OLD LAMPS, by Roy L. Smith. 


_ Abingdon-Cokesbry. 252 pp. $1.75. 


Dr. Smith has given us here an interesting book, 


and one that might prove profitable to the over-driven 
- pastor. 


_ Version and its parallel in the King James Version, 


He selects a text from the Revised Standard 


Then he gives a one-page homily suggested by the 
text. There are 232 of these homilies. They are not 


_ expositions of the texts. Something in the text starts 


the author off. The homilies are not all of equal 
value, yet each one has a value in suggestion, The 
topics, for the most part, are strikingly phrased and 
well worth studying by any preacher. They are indexed 
and will repay any man who considers them thought- 
fully—Wm. Tait Paterson. 


WHERE JESUS WALKED, by Sanford Fleming. Jud- 
208 pp. $2.50. 

This is not just another book on Palestine. It is a 
blending of the life and teachings of Jesus in the 
light of the land and the times in which He lived. 
The author spent sufficient time and study in Pales- 
tine to become familiar with both its topography 
and its history. With devotional spirit he pondered 
the significant events related in the gospels, in con- 
nection with the environment of the Master’s life. As 
a result his interpretations are realistic and convine- 
ing. 


son. 


He has added a number of good pictures of im- 
portant places. While considerable space is devoted 
to expository material it is all germain to the total 
purpose of the book. 


This is a valuable work for use by teachers of 
Young-adult Sunday School classes. It will also be 
read with profit as devotional literature—F. W. 
Burnhan. 


TENSIONS AND DESTINY, by 
Knox. 135 pp. $2.00. 


In this stimulating little book, the president of 
Virginia Union University has given us not only an 
intimate glimpse into the heart of the Negro, but has 
also demonstrated the mental processes of a trained 
and careful thinker. 


John Malcus Ellison. 


Social evil stems from at least two wrong attiudes, 
coveteousness and envy, that have been glamorized 
and rendered respectable. The Negro has very largely 
borne the brunt of these attitudes. He has had to 
suffer more than any other group because others in 
places of power have been coveteous and envious of 
each other. 


It is a dark night through which men are passing, 
but it is a dark night that anticipates a dawning. Man 
can and must use the symbols of his weakness and 
suffering as the means of his power. Suffering can 
and often does reveal a latent power. The right 
use of tension results in the right kind of destiny. 


Spiritual religion has the supreme claims of com- 
panionship with God, confidence for living, a sense 
of direction, and service for God and his world. 


Man has a responsibility for a stewardship which > 
is concerned with making a life instead of making a 
living. 

Love is the more excellent way. There comes a 
time in the life of man when he must love or become 
a twisted, stunted personality—Wayne Clark. 


INAUGURAL ADDRESSES OF THE PRESIDENTS 
OF THE UNITED STATES 82nd Congress, 2nd Ses-» 
sion, House Document, No. 540. 1952. 254 pp. 


This book which Congress has published contains 
all the inaugural addresses of the Presidents of the 
United States from George Washington to Harry S. 
Truman. This is the only volume in which these im- 
portant speeches can be found alone and complete 
and should thus be useful for reference, obviating the 
examination. of a voluminous quantity of state papers | 
and messages to find the same material. a 


Aside from this it is highly interesting to fouls 
the development in size and complexity of our eouniy™ 
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